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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T may not be improper to acquaint the 
Reader, that a great Part of this and the 
former Diſſertation was preached before the 
Univerſity in four Diſcourſes, which the Au- 
thor had ſome Thoughts of offering to the 
Public; but he was adviſed by a learned 
| Friend, (to whoſe Judgment and Sincerity he 
| has Reaſon to pay the higheſt Regard) to en- 
large farther upon the Subject, and to throw 
the Sermons into the preſent Form; and he 
begs Leave farther to obſerve, that he has 
| ſome Intentions of a Third Diſſertation upon 
Heretical Opinions, ſhewing the Duty of Pro- 
teſtants, above all others, to hold faſt the Pro- 
feſfion of their Faith, and to guard themſelves 
againſt the evil Contagion of Infidelity or He- 
reh; and that the Fences which the Church 
of England has raiſed againſt the Inroad of 
Errors in Religion, are formed with Wiſ- 
dom, Candour and Moderation, without any 
flagrant Abuſes of Authority, or arbitrary In- 
fringements upon Chriſtian Liberty. 
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HERE TICAL OPINIONS, &c. 


S ECT. I. 


The PREFACE, recapitulating the Argu- 
ments of the former Diſſertation ; with ſome 
Remarks introductory to the preſent Subject. 


T may ſeem ſtrange at firſt View, that the 
I Church of Chriſt, in every ſucceſſive Age, 
ſhould have been infeſted with ſuch a 
Multiplicity of heretical Opinions; but if we 
conſider the Frailties and Infirmities, the In- 
ſtability and Perverſeneſs of human Nature ; 
or, if we enquire into the State and Condition 
of Mankind, in the ſeveral reſpective Periods 

of the Goſpel, It muft needs be, Matt. xviii. 
7. or as it is elſewhere expreſſed, Luke xvii. 1. 
B it 
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it was morally impoſſible, but that offences ſhould tl 
come, and ſpread their baleful Influence, even 70 
in Defiance of the moſt ſtrong and rational ba 
Evidences of Truth. 

The Goſpel indeed in it's firſt Infancy was P 
embraced by Many, ſome of which were J 
Perſons of Eminence and Diſtinction, ſuch as 1 
Nicodemus and Others, who were not aſhamed 15 
of Chriſt and His Words, but confeſſed his ; 0 
Name in the mid/t of an adulterons and finful | * 
Generation, Mark. viii. 38. | by 

But how inconſiderable a Number was W 
This, in Comparifon of Them, who were 
the avowed and implacable Enemies of the P. 
Chriſtian Faith? The Character and Con- | th 
duct of the Jews need no Explication. Fu/- : th 
tin Martyr * obſerves, that no People were fo fe 
averſe to Chriſt and his Followers; and Epi- : M 
plianius tells us, that ſuch was their deter- | th 
mined Rancour and Malice, they three times 1 
every Day anathematized the Nazareans in their Bi 
Synagogues. 2 

Nor were the Gentiles leſs inveterate Ene- M 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſt; in theſe early Y 
Ages, Arts and Sciences flouriſhed, the Greeks _ 
fought after Wiſdom, and the celebrated Schools th 
of Philoſophy had taken ſuch faſt hold of * 

. 

Dial. 234, 235. te 


Epip. H. xxix. 9. P. 194. 


their 
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their Minds and Affections, that the Goſpel, 
tbough the Power of God and the Wiſdom of God 
was to Them but Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. i. 24. 

Many, both of the Jews and Gentiles, who 
pretended to be Converts to the Religion of 
Jeſus, debaſed it by their impure Mixtures ; 
The One, by endeavouring to incorporate . 
it in the ſame Syſtem with the, Rites and 
Ordinances of the Law; The Obers, by 
adulterating the Purity and Simplicity of it 
by cunningly deviſed Fables, and the enticing 
Words of Man's Wiſdom. 

By theſe Obſtructions on both ſides, the 
Progreſs of the Goſpel was much retarded ; 
the Poiſon of Hereſy was daily infuſed into 
the Minds of the People, and ſpread it's In- 
fection through moſt Ranks and Orders of 
Men. But notwithſtanding all Oppofition, 
the Word of God grew mightily and prevailed ; 
it took Root downwards, and ſpread it's 
Branches upwards. When Conftantine was 
converted to the true Faith, and favoured it 
with the public Countenance of ſecular Autho- 
rity, how greatly was the Scene changed ? 
in the free Enjoyment of Religion, and in 


the- outward Splendor of the Church, but 


with what little Improvement in Truth and 
Virtue ? The moſt plèaſing hopes were en- 
tertained of uninterrupted Peace and Tran» 

B 2 quillity, 
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quillity, but how ſoon did this fair Proſpect 
ſhift itſelf, and vaniſh, even as a Shadow ? 
The Paſſions of Men began to operate, con- 
tinual Feuds and Animoſities prevailed, Par- 
ties were formed againſt Parties, and the 
eſtabliſhed Orthodoxy of one provincial Aſem- 
bly was branded for Hereſy by another. In 
the midſt of theſe Factions, when the Minds 
of Men were inflamed with Pride, Ambition, 
and a violent over-heated zeal, where was 
the pure and undefiled Religion of Chriſt ? 
How was it corrupted by the intereſted 
Views of artful and deſigning Men? 

To put an End to theſe violent Contenti- 
ons, the Church of Rome formed a very com- 
pendious and deciſive Plan: For the Children 
of this World are im their Generation wiſer than 
the Children of Light, Luke xvi. 8. A Syſtem 
of ecclefiaſtical Tyranny was raiſed to an enor- 
mous Height, and an arbitrary Dominion 
and Suvereignty were exerciſed over the 
Minds and Conſciences of Men: The Supre- 
macy of the Pope and the Infallibility of the 
Church were the powerful Engines made uſe 
of, to batter down what was Zhen called He- 
reſy, and to eſtabliſh a political Kingdom of 
this World, inſtead of a pure and ſpiritual 
Kingdom of Chriſt. ----- In the ſucceeding 
Ages and as an Under-prop to this grand Hie- 


rarchy, 
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rarchy, many monaſtic Inſtitutions were form- 
ed and held in the higheſt Veneration, being 
ſuppoſed to be well calculated for the viſible 
Glory of the Catholick and Apoſtolical Church, 
as it was then called; but in fact, they deba- 
ſed the Dignity of human Nature, and caſt a 
gloomy and uncomfortable Aſpect upon Re- 
ligion. That ſanctified Garb of Piety, which 
was aſſumed by the ſolemn Recluſes of theſe 
dark Cloyſters, only ſhewed them to be, like 
the Phariſees of old, Wolves in Sheep's Cloath- 
ing; inſtead of improving the Minds of 
Themſelves or Others, by a free and liberal 
Enquiry into the Truths of Religion, like 
the ſupineſt Yaſals, They were ready to bear 
any Burdens, which the Authority of the 
Pope, and the arbitrary Decrees of Councils, 
were pleaſed to impoſe upon them. 
In theſe later Centuries, Learning was in 
a dark Eclipſe ; and when the greater Part of 
the World were immerſed in the thick Clouds 
of Gothick Ignorance, it is no wonder that the 
pure Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 
is the Image of God, did not ſhine in their 
Hearts This was the ſeaſonable Hour of 
Darkneſs, when the Doctrines of the Church 
of Rome were many of them ſown; and in 
ſo corrupt a Soil, they could not but increaſe 
abundantly ; but the good Seed of the Word 
of 
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of God was choaked and over-ran as with 
Tares and Weeds. 

In the next Period of the Church, ſome 
Glimmerings of Learning ſeemed to ſhew 
themſelves, but with ſuch imperfect and un- 
certain Rays of Reflection, that they rather 
encreaſed than diſpelled the Mis of Super- 
ſtition: The profound Erudition of the 
Schoolmen, thoſe angelick and irrefragable Doc- 
fors, as they were often called, produced 
little better, if not worſe Effects, than that 
Blindneſs, which in part happened to the Ages 
before it. The ſtiff Theology of theſe Times 
was ſo much ſophiſticated, by metaphyſical 
Subtleties and unintelligible Definitions, by 
Diviſions without Difference, and Concluſions 
without a juſt Relation to the Premiſes, that 
when erroneous Opinions were cloathed in 
this formal and affected Dreſs, what were 
they but as thy Rags, the ſhattered Frag- 
ments of Jgnorance rather than of true V 
dom ? 

Perhaps theſe elaborate Reaſoners might, 
in fome Meaſure, pave the Way for better 
Knowledge, and might be the Means of ex- 
citing a more induttrious Purſuit after it : 
The latent Seeds of Genius, which had long 
been buried as it were under Ground, began 
foon afterwards to revive, and to ſhew them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves in open View; Learning, after a long 
Captivity, afferted it's Freedom, enlarged as 
well as refined the Sentiments of Mankind; 
and Religion, as well as Philoſophy, was 
better underftood, explained with more Ac- 
curacy, and enforced with more Ability, 
with more Perſpicuity and Strength of Ar- 
gument. 

When the glorious Ara of the Reformation 
commenced, the' Church of Chriſt was hap- 
pily purged from the Dregs and Corruptions 
of Popery, but not without Spot or Wrinkk, 
or any ſuch thing: It cannot be ſaid, that our 
firſt Reformers were all of them upright in 
their Principles, or unblameable in their 
Conduct; and it were to be wiſhed, that their 
Zeal in ſome Inſtances had been tempered 
with more Candour and Moderation, and that 
when they diſcarded the Errors and Abfur- 
dities of the Church of Rome, they had acted, 
like true Proteflants, with more Harmony 
and Uniformity of Sentiment, as having one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all, Eph. iv. 5, 6. 

Their Cauſe was truly worthy of their 
Maſter and Themſelves ; but Zeal and Pru- 
dence do not always go hand in hand toge- 
ther, even in the Defence of Truth itſelf. 


: Theſe 
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Theſe were the principal Topicks, which 
were enlarged upon in a former Diſſertation, 
and which I endeayoured to illuſtrate and 
confirm by an Induction of Particulars, by 
pointing out the various Herefies, which in- 
feſted the Chriſtian Church, and diſturbed 
the Peace of it in all the ſeveral Ages of 
Chriſtianity ; and from this extenſive View 
of erroneous Opinions, I took Occaſion to 
anſwer the Objections, which are frequently 
urged by falſe Chriſtians as well as avowed 
Unbelievers, and to ſhew, that the vain Ima- 
ginations of Men are no Arguments againſt 
the Truth of Cbriſtianity, nor any Proof of 
the Obſcurity of the Scripture-Doctrines ;--= 
That, though erroneous Opinions always did 
and will abound, yet they by no Means infer 
a Neceſſity of a Supreme Judge or infallible In- 
terpreter in religious Controverſies ; --- That 
they are ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
the bleſſed Promiſes of the Goſpel, that they 
ſtrictly agree with the poſitive and expreſs 
Declarations of it ; --- That Proteſtants have 
good and ſufficient Helps for the right Un- 
derſtanding of the Word of Gd; --- That a 
Diverſity of Sentiments amongſt Chriſtians 
ought rather to encourage than obſtruct a 
Freedom of Enquiry ;---That theſe, how va- 
rious ſoever, are no juſt Foundation for the 

Exertion 
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Exertion of coercive Meaſures; - and laſtly, 
that the novel Devices, and heretical No- 
tions of Men, are no Grounds of Impeach- 
ment againſt the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of 
God, or againſt the Dignity or moral Excel- 
lence of human Nature. 

But ſtill a wider Field now opens itſelf 
upon us: it may be aſked, what is the cha- 
racteriſtic Nature of Hereſy ? and what is the 
true Scripture-Account of it? What Errors 
have the faireſt Pretenſions to Innocence ? 
What Circumſtances may extenuate the Guilt 
of them, and what may add to them the great- 
eſt Degrees of Malignity ? It may not be 
improper likewiſe to conſider the principal 
Cauſes of Infidelity and Hereſy, the Motives 
which give Men up, though rational Crea- 
tures, to flrong Deluſions, the Excuſes gene- 
rally urged in Favour of them, and the beſt 
Means of avoiding dangerous Miſtakes in 
Religion, and of coming to a right Know- 
ledge of the Truth. 

Theſe, it muſt be allowed, are Points of 
ſome Importance; and as a diſtinct Exami- 
nation of them may be of Uſe, eſpecially to 
younger Students in Divinity, this will be 
the Buſineſs, or the Attempt, at leaſt, of the 
preſent Enquiry. | 
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SECT. 0 


The Nature of Hereſy explained. 


HIS has been the Subject of much De- 

bate. Hereſy has been confidered in a 

very different Light, with regard to it's Na- 

ture; and in a different Latitude, with re- 

ſpect to it's Innocence or Guilt, according to 
the ſeveral Views and Principles of Men. 

Some put the ſofteſt Conſtructions upon 
religious Errors, and, under a ſpecious Claim 
of univerſal Liberty, plead for the Ind:ference 
of all ſpeculative Opinions. 

Some have ſuch narrow and contracted 
Notions, that they brand all for Hereticks, 
who do not veer their religious Sentiments 
according to their Signal. 

Others, in Submiſſion to public Authority, 
make the Deciſions of the Church, or the Will 
of the Magiſtrate, the only Teſts and Stan- 
dards of Truth. 

To avoid this Embarras, the Laws of our 
own Country have not defined Heręhy at all; 
and many Writers, who pretend to develope 
and explain the Nature of it, have differed 

| from 
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from each other in their Definitions of it, or 
have given us very vague and indeterminate 
Deſcriptions of it. 

In order therefore to form our Judgments 
with ſome Accuracy and Preciſion, it may 
not be improper to make a diſtinct Enquiry 
into thoſe peculiar Qualities, which enter 
into the Character and Compoſition of a He- 
retick, This may be of ſome Uſe towards 
fixing a proper Centre of Union, for eſta- 
bliſhing Peace and Harmony amongſt Chriſ- 
tians, and for quieting the Minds and Con- 
ſciences of Proteſtants, who have been too 
often ſtigmatized by our Popiſh Adverſaries 
with the odious Title of Hereticłs. 

The firſt Idea which obviouſly preſents it- 
ſelf to us, is, that Hereſy in it's primary Sig- 
nification is not a practical, but a ſpeculative 
Error. It may often draw after it a long 
Train of evil Conſequences ; but it properly 
denotes, not an outward Defect in the moral 
Conduct, but an internal Obliquity of the 
Mind. How often do we ſee the ſtricteſt 
Orthodoxy diſgraced by a Corruptiqn of Man- 
ners, even the pureſt Church defiled by Vice 
and Immorality ? On the other Hand, Here- 
tical Principles are fo far from being always 
attended by bad Practices, that they often 
inſinuate themſelves by an outward and af- 
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feed Garb of Sanctity. Who were attach- 3 W, 


ed to a more pernicious Syſtem of Opinions 8 pl 
than the Montani/is © ? But how remarkably lu 
were they diſtinguiſhed by a rigid Auſterity Ss th 
of Life? And This was moſt probably the tel 
Cauſe, which drew Tertullian into thoſe un- ſel 
happy Deluſions. Here therefore regards A, 
Sentiment more than Action ; and though B. 
Vice be often the fatal Effect, yet it does not W/ 
always follow it, as a neceſſary and inſepara- ta; 
ble Companion. U 
It is indeed a common Obſervation, that a w 
bad Life is the worſt Hereſy but this does M 
not imply, that it is an effential and conſti- di 
tuent Part of it, but only the worſt adven- no 
titious Circumſtance that can be annexed to 
it. But till it is to be obſerved, that Hereſy H 
is not a {imple and naked Error of the Under- ou 
ſtanding only; it penetrates deeper, and the = #4 
Malignity of it conſiſts in an obſtinate and = th 
determined Perverſeneſs of the Mill. It is N R 
this, which tinctures this poiſonous Cup, and 7 OV 
gives it the Gall of Bitterneſs. The old Say- =” 
ing of St. Auguſtin”, that he might err, but 
th 
© We are told, that the Montaniſs kept three Lents in the V 
Year, and that upon dry Meats, in perfect Abſtinence from 
Fleſh. Hieron. Ep. 54. ad Marcellum, 'Tertull, de Jejun. fo 


t. 16. 
Errare poſſum, Hereticus eſſe nolo. 
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was unwilling to be a Heretick, marks out a 
plain Diſtinction between caſual and invo- 
luntary Miſtakes in Religion, and ſuch as are 
the fixed and deliberate Iſſues of a bad In- 
tention. Out of the Heart, as our Lord him- 
ſelf tells us, proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, 
Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, falſe Witneſs, 
Blaſphemies ; Theſe, ſays he, are the Things 
which defile a Man, Matt. xv. 19, 20. They 
taint all the Faculties of the Soul, blind the 
Underſtanding, miſguide the Judgment, and 
when a partial Biaſs is once given to the 
Mind, it ſees Things through a wrong Me- 
dium, and can neither diſcern the Truth, 
nor ſeek it in the Love thereof. 

The very Root, from whence the Word 
Hereſy is derived, ſhews to what Character it 
ought to be applied; it properly ſignifies Vo- 
lition or Choice, and emphatically points out 
the Man who is governed, not by the ſacred 
Rules of Reaſon and Religion, but by his 
own capricious Fancy, and the voluntary Cor- 
ruptions of his own Heart. 

And this Offence is much heightened, * 
the Guilt accumulated, in Proportion to the 
Weight and Importance of the Subject. The 
formal Heretick is not contented with little 


e ab «piw, eligo. 
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frivolous Diſputes, about Meats or Drinks, 
and Days and Seaſons, ſuch as the Obſervation 
of Eaſter, or the Place where our Saviour“ 
Feet once ſtood; but he ſhoots his Arrows 
with a more envenomed Point at the Sub- 
ſtance of Religion, at the moſt vital and eſ- 
ſential Parts of it. --- It is in the faireſt Soil 
of the Goſpel that he delights to ſow his 
Seed, that it may take the deeper Root, and 
ſpread it's noxious Influence, even where the 
beſt Fruits might reaſonably be expected. 

All indeed are not agreed in their Notions 
of the fundamental Principles of Religion : 
the Church of Rome places them in needleſs 
Redundancies, in unwritten Traditions, and in 
the vain Pomp and Pageantry of Rites and 
Ceremonies ; and theſe are made the cardinal 
Points, upon which the grand Fabrick of Su- 
perſtition ſtands, and principally depends: 
But theſe are ſo far from being the Pillars and 
Ground of Truth, that they undermine the 
Foundation of the Goſpel, and make the 
Commandments of God of none Effect. 

But, to the Honour of Proteſtants, it may 
be ſaid, that they have not /o learned Chriſt ; 
They build upon no other Foundation than that 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt him- 
felf being the chief Corner Stone. Upon whom 
therefore ought the Reproach of Hereſy to 
fall ? 
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fall? Not upon them who hotd fa/? the Form 
of found Words, and make the eſſential Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity the great Standards of 
their Opinions and Conduct ; but upon thoſe 
who torture, and, as it were, invert the Scrip- 
tures, by preferring the Inventions of Men, (if 
ſubſervient to their Pride, Ambition, and fe- 
cular Intereſts) before the fundamental Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or the weightier Matters of 
the Law. 

It may perhaps be aſked, Do Proteſtants 
harbour no Here/ies within their own Boſom ? 
It muſt be allowed, that we have too many 
Enemies even in our own Houſhold, Men of cor- 
rupt Minds and reprobate concerning the Faith. 
But to what are theſe Abuſes owing ? Not to 
the imperious and arbitrary Commands of 
Church Authority, but to the wilful and he- 
retical Depravity of their own Minds. It is 
their own Fault; and the Guilt of it muſt 
lye at their own Doors, as being Enemies to 
themſelves, to that Church, of which they 
pretend to be Members, and to all the facred 
Obligations of Reaſon and Religion; to 
themſelves, becauſe they are voluntarily given 
up, as a Prey, to the Decervableneſs of Un- 
righteouſneſs; to the Church, becauſe they 
endeavour to ſubvert the whole Frame and 
Conſtitution of it ; and to Reaſon as well as 

Religion, 
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Religion, becauſe they are hardened againſt 
all rational Conviction, make a Mock at Sin, 
trample the ſacred Laws of Religion under 
Foot, and endeavour to rob their Fellow- 
Creatures of their beſt Hopes and Comfort. 
But here we muſt make another, and in- 
deed a very material Diſtinction. In the 
whole Maſs of heretical Opinions, there is 
not always the ſame Leaven of Malice and 
Wickedneſs. As Hereſy *, ſays Grotius, is the 
Poiſon of the Church, there may be various 
Gradations of it, one more noxious than the 
other. - Amidſt an infinite Multiplicity of 
Sentiments, the Outlines may be ſtrong and 
obvious, and the common Features may be 
drawn with ſome Reſemblance; but it 1s 
impoſſible to catch an exact Likeneſs of all 
the different Figures, and to exhibit a juſt 
Delineation of each in one Piece, and in one 
determinate Point of View. Thus in what 
various Colours do the Scriptures paint this 
Depravity of Mind, as more or leſs ſinful, 
according to the different Kinds and Circum- 
ſtances of it? The Word Hereſy is in ſome 


Cum Hzreſis fit Venenum Eccleſiz et quidem præſentiſ- 
fimum, ſed tamen Hzreſeos aliqui ſint Gradus, et fit hæc i113 
nocentior. 

* Ages. Hereſy, is the Word generally uſed by Fo/ephur, in 
ſpeaking of the Phariſees, Sadducees, and Effens, the three pre- 
vailing Sects, or different Ways of philoſophizing was - the 
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Paſſages taken in an indifferent Senſe, as re- 
lating only to a Sect or Party in Religion; as 
the Sect of the Sadducees, Acts v. 17. or the 
Sect of the Phariſees, Acts xv. 5. or that of 
the Nazarenes, Acts xxiv. 5. St. Paul, in 
his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 1 Ep. xi. 19. 
expreſsly tells them, that there muſt be Here- 
fies among ſt them: This, muſt be, ſays Dr. 
Lightfoot, is a fad Accent; but it means no 
more, as he himſelf explains it, than that 
there certainly will be Herefies, not ordained 
by the abſolute Decrees of Providence, but 
ariſing from the evil Luſts and Paſſions of 


Men, though permitted by God for this im- 


portant Reaſon, that they, which are approv- 
ed, may be made manifeſt. The ſame Apoſtle, 
in his Epiſtle to Titus, enlarges farther upon 
this Point, and deſcribes it in a ſtill more 
formidable View, c. iii. 10, 11. * l Man 


Jews; and Dr. Lardner refers to the following Paſſages, Vide 
De B. J. lib. 2. c. 8. Ant. ſud. lib. 13. c. 5. 9. c. 10. 5. 
L. 14. c. 1. et paſſim. See Lardner's Teſtim. Book the Firſt, 


uarto. 

A evroxarexgn®- --- Nothing was more common amongſt 
Hereticks than this Se/f-condemnation. We are told by Euſebius, 
that the Heretick Cerdo went into the Church, and openly 
confeſſed his Error, ſometimes teaching privately, ſometimes 
acknowledging his Error. Cerdo, ſays Valeſius, condemned 
himſelf, and fo prevented the Sentence of the Church. Euſeb. 
Lib. iv. c. 11. and Tertullian obſerves, that Marcion and Va- 
lentinus were excommunicated twice at leaſt; and that Marcion 
repented at laſt, and would have been received into the 
Church, had he not been prevented by Death. 


that 
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that is an Heretic, ſays he, after the firſt and 
ſecond Admonition, reject, ænauing that he that 
is ſuch is ſubverted and finneth, being condemn- 
ed of himſelf. --- Here the Sentence reſts only 
upon the Deciſions of Church Authority, and 
may be conſidered as not extending to every 
Species of an heretical Character, but to thoſe 
unhappy Offenders only, who are ſubverted, 
and in againſt the real Convictions of their 
own Conſciences. And what is the Penalty 
to be inflited upon them? They are to be cut 
of indeed from all Chriſtian Communion, 
but not till the kind and gentle Means of re- 
claiming them have been tried in vain. The 
Offence, though great, may be waſhed away 
by Repentance. The Apoſtle, indeed, in an- 
other Place, ranks Hereſy among i the Works 
of the Fleſh ; and emphatically declares, that 
they wha do ſuch Things ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God, Gal. v. 20. And St. Peter 
is no leſs ſevere in his Condemnation of fal/z 
Teachers: he calls their Do&rines damnable 
Hene/res, c. ii. 1. The Expreſſion ſtrikes 

with Terror; but all Hergſies cannot be ſup- 

poſed to carry in them an equal Degree of 
Guilt, nor can it be thought that the Abet- 

tors of them will be indiſcriminately conſign- 

ed over to the ſame Perdition. Let the 

Meaning of the Apoſtle be judged from his 

own 


. 
2 


= 0 0 CT” WW WM ww os 1 _ N. 


* fa N — 4 _ 
8 BE. F 


+ 1 7 An. 24 Fa N 88 1 x 2 — — — 


Heretical Opinions. 19 
own Words. He points directly at them, 
and them alone, who wilfully corrupt the 
Word of God, by denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themſelves ſivift Deſtruc- 
tion. 

The primitive Writers likewiſe do often 
deſcribe Hereſy as not blackened with the 
ſame Guilt, and deſerving of the ſame Cen- 
ſures. Epiphanius in particular calls it the 
Poiſon of Serpents, and the Gate of Hell ; and 
this Writer has left us a Catalogue of no leſs 
than eighty different Species of heretical Opi- 
nions : but it is to be obſerved, that he does 
not treat all of them with the ſame Spirit of 
Indignation. He would have been very un- 
charitable indeed, if he had involved all, 
without Diſtinction, in the ſame Gulph of 
inevitable Ruin. They are properly Here- 
ticks, ſays a learned Father, who, when they 
are reproved for their unſound Opinions, contu- 
macioufly reſiſt, and, inſtead of correcting their 
pernicious and damnable Doctrines, perſiſt in the 
Defence of them, and leave the Church, and 
become her Enemies. 


i Qui in Eccleſia Chriſti morbidum aliquid pravumque ſa- 
piunt, fi correpti, ut ſanum rectumque ſapiant, reſiſtunt con- 
tumaciter ; ſuaque peſtifera et mortifera Dogmata emendare 
nolunt, ſed defenſare perſiſtunt, Hzretici fiunt, et foras exe- 
untes, habentur in exercentibus inimicis. Auguſt. de Civ. 


Dei. Lib, 18. cap. 5. | 
D 2 Nor 
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Nor did the antient Diſcipline of the 
Church turn the ſame Edge of Reſentment 
againſt all Offenders. If we look into the 
Theodofian or Fuſtinian Codes, we ſhall find 
that the Laws were attempered to the ſeveral 
Kinds of Guilt, and the Penalties more or 
leſs ſevere, according to the different Degrees 
of Offence. 

Indeed the Syſtems of thoſe Times breath- 
ed a too violent and unchriſtian Spirit of 
Perſecution. We cannot read without Hor- 
ror the cruel Reſcripts of Emperors, the De- 
cretals of Popes, the Decifions of Councils, 
their Bulls, Anathemas, Excommunications, 
and all the ſanguinary Meaſures which 
Church-Tyranny and Deſpotiſm too often 
invented. But were theſe thundering Edits 
promiſcuouſly iſſued out againſt the whole 
collective Body of Hereticks of all Denomi- 
nations whatſoever? No; but upon thoſe 
who were ſuppoſed to be the moſt dangerous 
Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith, and were 
moſt obſtinate and incorrigible in their Cha- 
rater and Conduct. Humanity was not to- 
tally loſt, but even Cruelty itſelf had ſome 
tender Softenings ; as Jude expreſſes it, of 


ſome having Compaſſion, making a Difference. 


* Shall we lap all, ſays the learned Hooker, in one Condi- 
tion? Shall we caſt them all headlong ? Shall we plunge them 
all 


e 
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It may be difficult indeed to draw the nice 
Line, and exactly to aſcertain the Boundaries 
of Hereſy, where it begins, and where it 
ends. Some Errors may only bear a diſtant 
1 Reſemblance of this Sin; ſome may have 
| nearer Approaches to it ; and others may 
ſhew themſelves in the blackeſt Form, filling 
up the Meaſure of Iniquity ; and this may be 
ſaid to conſiſt in a wilful Departure from the 
Faith, from the moſt eſſential and fundamen- 
tal Articles of Religion, in a pertinacious Ad- 
Berence to Error, and with an evi Intention to 
gratify ſome inordinate Luſt and Affection. 
| But to give a farther Light into this Sub- 
3 ject, it may not be improper to take a more 
. particular and diſtinct View of it, and to point 
3 out ſome peculiar Circumſtances, which may 
render Errors in Religion innocent, indiffe- 
rent, or ſinful. 
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all into that infernal and everlaſting flaming lake ? them, that 
have been Partakers of the Errors of Babylon, together with 
them that are in the Hereſy ? Them, which have been the Au- 
thors of Hereſy, with them that, by Terror and Violence, 
have been forced to receive it ? Them who have taught it, 
: with them whoſe Simplicity hath, by Sleights and Conveyan- 
. 1. ces of falſe Teachers, been ſeduced to believe it? Them which 
, | have been Partakers in one, with them which have been Par- 

1 takers in many ? Them which, in many, with them which 


f in all ? Hooker's Diſc, on Juſtification, p. 467. 
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. 


Errors in Religion, which have the faireſt 
Pretenſions to Innocence, confidered. 


1 P ON this Point, concerning the Inno- 

cency of Error, there has been a great 
Diſplay of Caſuiſtry; great Pains have been 
taken, and a Variety of Arguments uſed, to 
wear off the Stain and Pollution of ſpecula- 


tive Opinions, though often productive of 


very dangerous Effects. 

The ſtrongeſt Plea which can be made for 
religious Errors, is that of unavoidable and 
invincible Ignorance. If a Man, through the 
natural Weakneſs of his Underſtanding, be 
abſolutely incapable of finding out Truth, in 
what can he be more to blame than a Sind 
Man, for not having an adequate Idea of 
Light and Colours, or than even a Stone for 
not moving without an impulſive Force? 
Impaſſibilities cannot be required at our Hands. 
We cannot go beyond the Bounds which 
Nature has circumſcribed; and for ſuch 
Faults, which our beſt Endeavours could not 
avoid, 
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Heretical Opinions. 23 
avoid, we canndt, in the Eye of Juſtice, be 
amenable to any Tribunal. What could be a 
greater Abſurdity, than to puniſh Children, 
{deots, or Lunaticks, for the Violation of 
Laws, of which they are not proper Subjes, 
and who have no Perception either of civil or 
moral Obligation? To the wild untutored In- 
dian, whoſe Faculties are buried in an Abyſs 
of Ignorance, what are the ſecret Depths of 
Philoſophy, but e a Trumpet, which giveth 
an uncertain Sound? or to him that has nei- 
ther Ears to hear, nor Power to underſtand, 
what are the wiſeſt Rules of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, but @ dead Letter without Meaning ? 
Laws imply Promulgatian, and Promulgation 
muſt imply a Capacity of apprehending the 
Force of them; without which, ere is no 
Tranſgreſſion. 

Thus far all Caſufls are agreed in their 
Sentiments ; but there are Sins of Infirmity, 
which greatly obſtruct our Enquiries after 
Truth. Upon this Head many Difficulties 
have been ſtarted, and the Schoclmen have 
ſuggeſted many nice and ſubtle Diſtinctions; 
but it may be ſufficient to conſider the Diffe- 
rence between Weakneſs and Wilfulneſs. 

How great and manifold are the common 
Frailties of Nature ! They are born and grow 
up with us in every * of Life; and daily 
Experience 
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Experience tells us, that intellectual as well 
as moral Perfection is ſo far from being the 
neceſſary Adjun& of Humanity, that it is no 
inconſiderable Part of Wiſdom, to 4now that 
we now but little. Many Qualifications, ſays 


a late learned Writer, are requiſite to judge of 


Some Truths, and particularly thoſe, which are 
of greateſt Importance; proper Learning and 
Penetration, Vacancy from Buſineſs, a Detach- 
ment from the Intereſt of all Parties, much Sin- 
cerity, and a perfect Refignation to the Govern- 
ment of Reaſon and Force of Truth; which are 
Things not to be reconciled with the uſual Igno- 
rance, Paſſions, tumultuary Lives, and other 
Circumſtances, which carry moſt Men tranſ- 
verſe '. | 

In this Embarras, what more can be re- 
quired at our Hands, than an honeſt, diſin- 
tereſted, and diſpaſſionate Love of Truth? 
And if, notwithſtanding our beſt Endeavours, 
it be our hard Lot to fall into Error, the Sting 
of Guilt is taken away, the moral Impreſſion 
is in a great Meaſure, if not totally expun- 
ged ; and there is no Doubt but ſuch, I may 
ſay, unavoidable Errors will meet with a 
kind Indulgence at the merciful and righte- 
ous Tribunal of Heaven, To this Purpoſe 


1 Wollaſton's Religion of Nature delineated, Sect. 4. p. 62. 
Salvian, 
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Salvian , though he ſpeaks of ſome of the 
Arians, obſerves, that they err indeed, but they 
err with a good Mind ; not out of any Hatred to 
God, but with Affection to him; thinking there- 
by to honour and love the Lord : though they 
have not the true Faith, they i imagine this their 
Opinion to be perfect Charity towards God; and 
bow they ſhall be puniſhed for this Error of their 
falſe Opinions, no one knows but the Fudge alone. 
If the Principle upon which we act be good ; 
if, as the Apoſtle obſerves, our Hearts con- 
demn us not, then have we Confidence towards 
N God. We may be the Objects of Pity, but 
not of Contempt; unfortunate indeed, but 
not criminal. 

. Conſcience, as a Guide in Speculation as 
: well as Action, is often conſidered in diffe- 
rent Views, and with various Marks of Diſ- 
tinction, as being right, erroneous, doubtful, 
or ſcrupulous. A right and well-informed 
Conſcience will have no other Rule of Judg- 
ment but moral Re#:7ude, and the infallible 
Word of God, the unerring Standard of all 
\ Truth. 
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n Frrant, ſed bono animo errant ; non odio, ſed affectu Dei, 
honorare ſe Dominum atque amare credentes. Quamvis non 
habeant rectam Fidem, illi tamen hoc perfectam Dei æſtimant 
charitatem; qualiter pro hoc ipſo falſz opinionis errore, in die 
judicii puniendi ſunt, nullus poteſt ſcire, niſi judex.—Salvian. 
de Guber, Dei, Lib. 5. p. 154. 
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If Men are led into Miſtakes by an errone- 
ous Conſcience, yet even theſe in ſome In- 
ſtances may not be /aid to their Charge. When 
an honeſt, diligent and impartial Purſuit after 
Truth be not wanting, there certainly is a 
fair and reaſonable Plea ; and ſome particular 
Caſes may be ſo circumſtanced, that it may 
even become our Duty to follow the Dictates 
of our own Minds, though they unluckily 
deceive us. 

Even a doubtful or ſcrupulous Conſcience 
might not be ſinful, if, inſtead of being go- 
verned by light, trifling, or ſuperſtitious 
Fears, it fincerely endeavoured to be directed 
by the beſt Evidence, and the higheſt De- 
grees of Probability. I Men, ſays the learn- 
ed Chillngworth ", ſuffer themſelves neither to 
be betrayed into their Errors, nor kept in them 
by any Sin of their Will ; if they do their beſt 
Endeavours to free themſelves from all Errors, 
and yet fail, through human Frailty, /o well 
am I perſuaded of” the Goodneſs of God, that, if 
in me alone ſhould meet a Confluence of all ſucb 
Errors of all the Proteſtants in the World, that 
were thus qualified, I ſhould not be ſo much 
afraid of them all, as I ſhould be to aſ Pardon 


for them. And in another Place, he has the 


» Chill. Anſwer to the Preface, c. 26. 
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ſame Reflection, grounded upon the ſame 
ſubſtantial Reaſon : --- To ſuppoſe, ſays he, 
that God obliges Men, under the Pain of Dam- 
nation, not to miſtake through Error or human 
Frailty, is to make God a Tyrant, and to ſay, 
that he requires of us certainly to attain that 
End, for the attaining whereof e have no cer- 
tain Means. 

In theſe ſeveral Views, it appears that 
ſome Errors in Religion may be void of Of- 
fence; and though materially wrong with 
regard to the Subject, may not be formally 
wrong with reſpe& to the Agents. All the 
moral Perfections of the Deity, and particu- 
larly his Mercy, which triumphs above Fudg- 
ment, declare to us, that he will not require 
Bricks, where he has not given Straw. Our 
heavenly Father will be ſo far from being ex- 
treme to mark what is amiſs, that he will be 
alvays ready to pardon his well-meaning, tho 
deluded Servants, who act honeſtly under the 
ſolemn Sanction of a good and conſcientious 
Principle : By the Multitude of his Mercies, he 
will do away the Offence. 

The ſame Candour may perhaps be due to 
ſome Opinions, which are merely ſpeculative, 
and indifferent in their Nature; which have 


® Chil, c. 2. p. 104. 
E 2 55 
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no Relation to moral Duty, no kind of In- 
fluence either upon our own, or upon the 
Actions of others, and which are generally 
called the fmple Errors of the Underſtanding. 
Theſe are Points, in which the Imagination 
may in ſome Meaſure be humoured with a 
free and open Indulgence ; and in ſome re- 
ligious Caſes, they may poſſibly be as harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive, as the wrong Solution of 
a mathematical Problem. Theſe and the like 
Opinions, as Mr. Locke obſerves ”®, are of ſo 
little Weight or Mament, that, like the Motes 
in the Sun, their Tendencies are very rarely ta- 
ken notice gf. They are as it were by Chance, 
and the Mind lets them float at Liberty. 

Truth indeed, conſidered abſtractedly in 
itſelf, does not depend upon Conſequences : 
the moſt innocent Violations of it may be an 
Affront to Reaſon, if not to Morality ; and 
may caſt a Blemiſh upon the Underſtandings 
of Men, though they are no Impeachment 
againſt their Actions : But ſurely a Difference 
ought to be made between trifling Opinions, 
not at all injurious to Virtue and Religion, 
and ſuch as tend to corrupt and unſettle the 
Minds of others, to unhinge their Principles, 
and to become a Rock of Offence. 


? Locke's Eſſay on Human Underſtanding, B. 4- c. 20. 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall only obſerve, that the Scriptures 
are certainly the wiſeſt Syſtem of caſuiſtical 
Knowledge. In this School of Inſtruction, 
we are taught, that the Kingdom of God is not 
in Meat and Drink, in Days and Seaſons, in 
ritual and external Obſervances ; but at the 
ſame time, how earneſtly are we exhorted to 
pay a due Regard to the Intereſt and Edifica- 
tion of our Fellow-Creatures? I 7s good, 
ſays the Apoſtle, neither to eat Fleſh, nor to 
drink Wine, nor any thing whereby thy Brother 


ſtumbleth, or 1s offended, or is made weak. 


Rom. v. 21. --- The moſt indifferent Errors, 
if the unhappy Occaſions of Ofence, or, I 
may ſay, even Innocence itſelf, may in ſome 
peculiar Caſes be juſtly blameable ; but on 
the other hand, there may be many inciden- 
tal Deviations from the Truth, no more 
worthy of Reprehenſion than the common 
Miſtakes of a Traveller, who happens unfor- 


tunately to miſs his Road, from being him- 


ſelf unacquainted with all the intricate Paths, 
or for want of a friendly Guide to aſſiſt and 
conduct him to his Journey's End. 


SECT, 
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SECT. IV. 


tber Circumſtances, which, if they do not en- 
tirely obliterate, will much extenuate . the 
Blame of religious Errors. 


N this C/a/5, we may reckon thoſe Notions 
which are not the original Productions of 
our own Hearts, but ſuch as often proceed 
from caſual and adventitious Cauſes, from 
foreign and borrowed Impreſſions, from 
many Snares and Temptations, that daily 
ſurround us, from an habitual Aſſociation of 
our Ideas, or from particular Situations or 
Connexions in Life, where the Danger is un- 
foreſeen, and cannot eaſily be guarded againſt. 
How common is it to ſee Opinions carried 
down the Stream of Time, like Straus upon 
the Surface ? and the farther they ſpread 
themſelves, how much Strength and Influ- 
ence do they gather in their Progreſs ? Upon 
the common Herd of Mankind, religious 
Principles are, as it were, entailed. Both in 
Popiſh and Mahometan Countries, how ve- 
nerable is Antiquity in the Eyes of the Mul- 
titude? and what ſacred Regard do theſe 
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blind Votaries pay to the Preſcriptions of 
their Anceſtors ? Like common Soldiers in an 
Army, ever ready to follow their Leaders, 
though the plaineſt Senſe might tell them, 
that the Cauſe for which they contend is 
neither conſiſtent with Truth nor Liberty. ® 

In the early Ages of Chriſtianity, what 
Plea was more popular amongſt the Gentiles, 
or more conſtant in the Mouths of the moſt 
learned Sophifts, than that their Religion was 
handed down to them by a long Succeſſion ? 
that they trod in the Steps of their Fore- 
fathers ; that the Gods had always been pro- 
pitious to them; and that Rome, from this 
auſpicious Influence, derived all it's Grandeur 
and Magnificence . This Apology indeed 
might come with ſome little Propriety from 
the ignorant common People, who were led 
more by their Senſes, and by the Influence 
of Cuſtom and Prejudice, than by the Force 
of Reaſon and Truth ; but how ill did it be- 
come ſuch wiſe Philoſophers, as Themiſtrus, 
Libanius, and others, to have no ſtronger 
Argument to urge in their Defence, for their 
lofty Temples, their Sacrifices, Altars, Incenſe, 


2 Vide Libanii Orationem pro Templis Gentilium, non ex- 
ſcindendis ad Theodoſium Imp. et Orationem a Symmacho 
oblatam Nomina Senatüs. Apud Sym. et apud Ambroſ. 


and 
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and all the Parade of Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion, than that this was the old accuſtomed 
Road, the hallowed Ground, which was con- 
ſecrated by their Anceſtors from the firſt Be- 
ginning of the Roman Empire? When Pre- 
poſſeſſions have once taken hold of the Affec- 
tions, they make ſuch a deep Impreſſion, 
even upon whole Communities, upon the 
learned as well as the unlearned, that it is 
hard to ſhake off the Chains which have been 
long rivetted upon them. St. Augu/tzn co- 
vers ſuch Errors of Tradition, if I may ſo call 
them, with a Veil of Candour and Charity. 
They, ſays he, who defend not a falſe and per- 
verſe Opinion with any pertinacious Animoſity, 
eſpecially if they did not, by any audacious Pre- 
ſumption of their own, firſt invent it, but re- 
cerved it from the Seduction of their erring Pa- 
rents, and were careful in their Enquiries after 
Truth, being ready to embrace it when they found 
it, are by no Means to be reckoned among ji He- 
reticks *, 


Qui ſententiam ſuam, quamvis falſam atque perverſam 


, nulla pertinaci audacia defendunt, præſertim, quam non auda- 


cia præſumptionis ſuæ pepererunt, ſed a ſeductis atque in er- 
rorem lapſis parentibus acceperunt, quærunt autem cauta ſo- 
licitudine veritatem, corrigi parati, cum invenerint, nequa- 

uam ſunt inter hæreticos deputandi. Aug. cap. 162. ad 
Epi. Donat. p. 277. 
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In many deſpotick Kingdoms, there are 
Errors of Compuljion, which till lay a heavier 
Weight upon the Conſciences of Men ; and 
when once their Minds have been forced to 
take a crooked Bent, they cannot eafily grow 
into Straightneſs again. The Terrors of th 
horrid Tribunal, the Inguifition, are too well- 
known: not only Humanity, but even Cru- 
elty itſelf, looks aghaſt at the ſanguinary 
Meaſures of Perſecution. How few have 
Magnanimity enough to withſtand fo fiery a 
Trial *. It for a while ſhook the Reſolution 
of Huſſe, of Cranmer, and many others the 
boldeſt Champions for the Faith. It is rea- 
ſonable to think, that the primitive Martyrs 
were upheld and ſupported by a divine and 
ſupernatural Aſſiſtance; but without this ex- 
traordinary Support, what an exalted Degree 
of Virtue and Fortitude muſt it require, to 
face Death with Alacrity and Triumph ! 
There have been many Apoſtates from the 
Faith, when driven to this horrid Extremity; 
and though not juſtifiable in all Reſpects, yet 
they certainly had ſome Colour of Excuſe, 
ſome little Palliation of Guilt ; and there is no 


Non omnes ad Martyrium, inquit Eraſmus, ſatis habent 


roboris ; vereor, ne fi quid inciderit tumultùs, Petrum ſum. 
imitaturus. Ep. 583. 
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Doubt but the Father of Mercies will look down 
(if not with the Light of his Countenance) yet 
with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion upon 
thoſe unhappy Perſons,' who muſt either be 
tied to the falſe Religion of their Country or 
to the Stake 7z/elf, and either renounce the 
Truth, or ſeal it with their Blood. 

In private as well as public Life, there are 
many other Circumſtances, which may much 
extenuate the Blame of religious Errors, and 
may engage a kind Indulgence in their Fa- 
your, if not under the Vings of Truth, yet 
under the Mantle of Charity ; ſuch as a low 
Education and a Narrowneſs of Mind, which 
generally follows it, the Want of clear and 
diſtinct Ideas, and of Leiſure and Opportu- 
nity of diſcerning the Agreement or Diſagree- 
ment of them, eſpecially upon nice and in- 
tricate Subjects, too ſublime for common Ap- 
prehenſions. . 

All are not capable of religious Enquiries ; 
and many that are, mult be greatly impeded 
in their Progreſs, by various Avocations, by 
a continual Round of neceſſary Bulineſs, in 
Arts, in Sciences, in a long Train of com- 
mercial Engagements. What different Sub- 
ordinations are there in Life, more than what 
the civil Refinements or Delicacies of it can 
properly demand, but which are abſolutely 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary for the Support of Individuals, ot 
Families, of Society? and how often muſt 
intellectual Improvements give way to the 
conſtant Labour of the Hands ? 

Where there are ſo many Obſtructions in 
the Way of Truth, and the Minds, as well 
as the Bodies of Men, are thus fettered and 
enſlaved, will not the Fudge of all the Earth 
do what is right ? He is no hard and unrea- 
ſonable Maſter ; but % whom little is given, 
of them will not much be required. 

We may farther add, the Delufions to which 
Chriſtians have been often expoſed, through 
Inadvertence and Surprize, through Snares 
and Temptations, through the falſe Speeches 
and counterfeited Arts and Subtleties of Im- 


poſtors. It muſt indeed be owned, that in- 


temperate Zeal in the righteous Cauſe of Or- 
thodoxy itſelf has cauſed ſome ſanguine Be- 
lievers to put on falſe Diſguiſes, and to diſ- 
grace even Truth, by pious Frauds and ficti- 
tious Miracles. But it is not the Goodneſs 
of the Cauſe which will ſanctify bad Mea- 
ſures; neither does true Religion want to be 
bolſtered up by any artificial Means: --- it's 


own genuine Excellence will ſupport it. 


But Falſhood has no other Prop to depend 


upon but mere human Policy, which too 
T2 often 
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often appears, as St. Pau/ deſcribes the Man of 


Sin, after the working of Satan, with all 
Powers and Signs, and lying Wonders, and with 
all Decervableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Thefl. 
IX. 10. 
What Numbers of deluded Chriſtians have 
been drawn aſide by Lies and Frauds, by pre- 
tended Viſions and Revelations ! But if they 


finned ignorantly, and their beſt Reaſon could 


not guard againſt the Wiles and Devices of falſe 
Teachers, is it equitable to paſs a harſh Sentence 
of Condemnation upon them ? May they not 
ſay, as Eve did, that the Serpent beguiled 
them ? There is an unhappy Weakneſs and 
Credulity, almoſt natural to ſome Minds, 
which render them an eaſy Prey to the inſi- 
dious Schemes of artful and deſigning Men; 
who are brought m unawares, and come in pri- 
vily to ſpy out our Liberty. For ſuch deluded 
Victims, the Church of Rome makes no Al- 
lowances, It's whole Syſtem is pointed with 
Severity. Even the great Tullemont, though 
contrary to the natural Bent of his Temper, 
was ſoured by his Religion, and often went 
out of his Way to conſign Heretic&s to Dam- 


nation. To this rigid Aſperity of Sentiment,, . 


how directly contrary is the mild Genius of 
Chriſtianity ? In the Spirit of Charity, the 
Scrip- 


Ae 
* 
2 


* 
* 


Heretical Opinions. 37 


Scriptures tell us, that God winked at the 
Times of Ignorance, and that as many as have 
finned without. Law ſhall alſo periſh without 
Law; and many of the firſt Defenders of the 
Faith, ſuch as Juſtin Martyr and Clemens 
Alexandrinus, had ſuch charitable and gene- 
rous Sentiments of the divine Benignity, that 
they entertained the moſt favourable Thoughts 
even of the Pagan World, eſpecially of thoſe, 
who, like Socrates, lived up to the Dictates 
of naked and unaſſiſted Reaſon. 

We cannot indeed preciſely aſcertain the 
Meaſures of the divine Love: A Fudgments 
are à great Deep; but we know that he is @ 
God, as the Prophet deſcribes him, ready to 
pardon, gracious and merciful, flow to Anger, 
and of great Kindneſs. Neh. ix. 17. 

Happy would it be for Man, if he had 
no other Frailties and Infirmities, than thoſe 
ſudden and inadvertent Slips, which our 
Liturgy calls, our Negligences and Ignorances ; 
and that he had no other Faults than thoſe 
ſecret ones, of which his Memory, (though a 
faithful Regiſter of great Crimes) cannot 
poſſibly retain any certain Traces, and from 
which he may be cleanſed, through the Mer- 
cy of God, by a general Repentance. 


But 
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But our next View will ſhew a more un- 
favourable Aſpe& of him; more disfigured 
and corrupt in his Faculties, more deter- 
mined and deliberate in his Principles, which 
are not only more heinous in their Nature, 
but draw after them a Train of more perni- 
cious Conſequences. 
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SECT. V. 


Errors in Religion, which are attended with 
the greateſt Aggravations of Guilt, and are 
productive of the moſt dangerous and fatal 


Effects. 


. * D here I would not be thought to 
blacken the Character of the Heretic, 
or to load him with unjuſt Aſperſions; much 
leſs in the Spirit of Elias, to call down Fire 


from Heaven upon his Head. How incon- 


ſiſtent would this be with Reaſon, Liberty, 
Humanity, and the very Characteriſtick of a 
Proteſtant? A Freedom of Enquiry is the 
Foundation upon which we build our own 
Principles, and the happy and unmoleſted 
Enjoyment of them ; and far be it from us 
to bury others in the Ruins of that Fabrik, 
which is our own Glory and Security. 

But, on the other Hand, let us not ſpeak 
ſmooth Things, nor propheſy Deceits, ſaying, 
Peace, Peace, when the Miſchiefs of our Mo- 
ther Jezebel are ſo many; when the Church 
is beſet on every Side with ſuch a Multipli- 
city of Heretical Opinions, ſo deſtructive of 

| true 
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true Religion, and the real Happineſs of 


— r 


Man. ſan 
The Heretick has not yet been deſcribed in leſs 
his full Dimenſions. There are other great not 
Aggravations of his Sin, which ſtill render it ma 
more exceeding finful. Ho 
The Founders of Hereſy are certainly more Ch 
blameable than their Followers. The ſpu- not 
rious Production derived it's Birth from the he 
one, but was only nurſed and reared by the per 
Hands of the other. It was the original | von 
Parent that gave it Name; and without him, | to 
the ill-favoured Offspring had never ſhewed the 
it's Face, nor diſturbed the Peace of the adi 
Church. We find, that in the early Ages | cou 
of Chriſtianity, a greater Mark of Infamy | 2 
was generally ſet upon the Herefarch than if mal 
upon the Heretick ; a remarkable Inſtance of Cre 
which there was in the Church of Africk, | Tyr 
when there was a Matter of Diſpute to be Rei 
decided between Cecilian and Donatus the had 
| Partizans of the one, though ordained out of- piet 
the Catholick Church, were, upon Repentance, mir 
re-admitted to the clerical Function; but the 
greateſt Cenſure, without all Hopes of Reſ- et p. 
titution, fell upon Donatus, as the principal On 
Author of the Schi/m *. | ribus 


t Hoc ergo iſtos ab initio ſervavit Africa Catholica ex epiſ- 
4 coporum — qui in eccleſià Romana inter Cæcilianum 
'1 et 
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All Hereticks are not to be put upon the 
ſame Level; but their Guilt may be more or 
leſs heightened ' by various Circumſtances; 
not only by their Principles, but the Means 
made Uſe of in the Propagation of them. 
How many Aggravations do we ſee in the 
Character and Conduct of Sinn Magus? He 
not only ſpread the Poiſon of his Hereſy, but 
he was ſtung with Envy and Ambition : he 
perſonally attacked the Apoſtles; he endea- 
voured to corrupt them with Bribes ; he tried 
to purchaſe the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt by 
the Impoſition of Hands ; and when he fail- 
ed in this blaſphemous Attempt, he had Re- 
courſe to many diabolical Tricks and magical 
1/luſions. He was wanting in no Pains to 
make Proſelytes to Unrighteouſneſs ; he drew 
Crouds of Followers after him at Samara, at 
Tyre, and Rome itſelf. And what was the 
Reſult of all his-wonderful Feats? When he 
had brought them to the higheſt Pitch of Im- 
piety, they were all daſhed at once, and ter- 
minated in the Deſtruction of the Impoſtor. 


et partem Donati judicaverunt, damnatoque uno quodam 
Donato, qui auctor ſchiſmatis fuiſſe manifeſtatus eſt, cæteros 
correctos, etiamſi extra ecclefiam ordinati eſſent, in ſuis hono- 
ribus ſuſcipiendos eſſe cenſuerunt. Aug. Ep. 50. p. 67. 


G ; All 
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All Herefies generally ſpring from the fame 


corrupt Fountain; that of an evil Heart of 


Unbehef'; but the Streams which flow from it 
are not equally foul and polluted. What can 
more enhance the Crime of falſe Religions, 
than the civil Diſguiſes they often put on ? 
"They are generally aggravated by all the Sig- 
natures of Fraud and Impoſture : and to ape 
the true Miracles of Chriſt and his Apoftles, 
what has been more common amongſt Here- 
ticks and Unbelievers in all Ages, than a 
vain Pretenfion to the ſame ſupernatural 
Gifts ? Though they really differ as much 
as baſe and adulterated Coin from the pureſt 
Gold ; yet this Wonder-working Trade was 
much affected by the Gentiles ; and it was 
a remarkable Queſtion propoſed to Fuftin 
Martyr *, If Miracles are a diſtinguiſhing Cri= 
terion of Orthodoxy, why did God permit them 
to be wrought in the Church of Hereticks ? 
This Spirit of Delufion continued more or 
leſs in every Age of the Church; and when 
Popery enlarged it's Boundaries, what won- 
derful Things are ſaid to be done at the 
Shcines of pretended Martyrs ! Read but the 
Lives of the Saints, (if Patience will Py 


u Juſtini Martyris Quæſtio et Reſponſio i Orthodox. 
Queſt. 5. P. 394. 
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of St. Raymond, St. Francit, St. Agnes, St. 
Clara, St. Ræſa, St. Winifred, and many 
others; and what ſtrange and extravagant 
Stories will you meet with, beyond the Fic- 
tions of Romance itſelf ! They not only ex- 
ceed it in the Improbability of Circumſtan- 
ces, but in the Dullneſs of Narration : nor. 
are the Cures ſuppoſed to be wrought at the 
Tomb of the Abbe de Paris lefs monſtrous 
and ridiculous. One would think that the 
wildeſt Imagination, and the moſt bigotted 
Enthuſiaſm, could hardly fink into ſuch Cre- 
dulity and Ignorance. This is a Scene of 
Wonders indeed, and may be called, not, as 
Bellarmine pretends, a diſtinguiſhing Note of 
a true Church, but a Superfetation of Errors, 
an accumulated Heap of [mpoſture upon Impoſ- 
ture; and what can be ſtronger Proofs of Hy- 
pocriſy as well as Impiety, than to employ 
Reaſon and Religion, which are the Arms of 
Heaven, as Inſtruments in Support of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs ? 

Nor are theſe the only J/eapons which 
have been frequently made Uſe of, in De- 
fence of the moſt abſurd and erroneous Opi- 
nions, no leſs injurious to Reaſon than to 
Religion itſelf. How often have all the Eu- 
gines of Tyranny and Perſecution been ſet at 
Work, in Oppoſition to Truth, and in Vin- 

G2 dication 
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dication of many antichriſtian Principles ? 


The antient Hiſtory of the Church furniſhes. 


us with abundant Proofs of this : almoſt the 
whole Train of Heretichs, ſuch as the Gnoſ- 
ticks, the Donatiſis, the Arians, whenever it 


was in their Power, loſt no Opportunity of 


oppreſſing their Opponents, even by the moſt 
violent and ſanguinary Meaſures. * Athana- 
fius, as the learned Hooker obſerves, by the 
Space of forty-fix Years, from the Time of his 
Conſecration to ſucceed Alexander, Archbiſhop 
in the Church of Alexandria, till the laſt Hour 
of his Life, was never ſuffered to enjoy the Com- 
fort of a peaceable Day. Julian indeed pre- 
tended to great Moderation ; but under this 
falſe Maſque, he behaved as a fiery Zealot 
againſt Chriſtians, eſpecially againſt the Pre- 
fidents of Churches, who had the greateſt 
Weight and Influence with the People, ſuch 
as Athanaſius, Eleufius of Cyzicum, and Titus 
of Boſtra ; all of them, as Dr. Lardner ob- 
ſerves, Men of great Diſtin#tion ”. 

It would be too tedious to give a long De- 
tail of the violent Spirit of Hereticks in the 
ſeveral Ages of the Church ; almoſt every. 
Page of eccle/raſiical Hiſtory is blotted with it; 
but let it ſuffice only to mention the Annals 


* Hooker, B. 5. p. 172. 
Y Dr. Lardner's Collection of J. and H. Teſtimonies, Vol. 


IV. p. 110. Quarto. 
of 
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of the Reformation, which, in the whole Pro- 
greſs of it, were ſtained with Blood. Our t 
Reformers aimed at nothing more than a free 
Enjoyment of their Religion, according to 
the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel; but 
there were no Softenings of Mercy, no Re- 
lentings in the Breaſts of their inhuman and 
intolerant Perſecutors. 
It may be aſked, perhaps, by ſome Objev= 
tors, whether Orthodoxy itſelf has not exerted 
the ſame coercive Meaſures of Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion? It cannot be denied; but Men's 
Paſſions are apt to burn with a ſtronger 
Flame in the Cauſe of Falſhood than that of 
Truth. What is wanting in Knowledge, is 
ſupplied by an enthuſiaſtick Zeal, the chief 
Support of heretical Opinions. In anſwer to 
this, perhaps we may- be told, that there 
cannot be greater Monuments of Cruelty 
than the bloody Cruſades, which were carried 
on by. the Confederate Union of Chriſtian 
Princes. But who were they ? not the De- 
fenders of the true Faith ; not the Followers 
of the meek and humble Jeſus, but over- 
heated Zealots, irritated and inflamed by their 
ſpiritual and lordly Maſters over the Heritage 
of God. A true Chriſtian will be reſtrained 
by the genuine Principles of his Religion, as 
well as the tender Sentiments of Nature ; but 
the 
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the Fury of falſe Religion is ſeldom appeaſed 
till Faith is turned into Factian, and the 
whole Body of Chrift is torn in Pieces. 

Many other Circumſtances might be men- 
tioned, which greatly aggravate the Guilt of 


Hereſy ; but theſe will appear in @ fuller |: The 
View, when we trace the original Sources of | 5 
it, and the foul Channels through which it 4 
directs it's Courſe, 


SECT, 
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SECT. VI. 


The principal Cauſes of Errors in Religion, ariſ= 
ing from Ignorance, Indolence, Credulity, 
and Superſtition. 


HE Caufes of religious Errors ftand fo 
thick about us, that it is hard to know 
which to place in the foremoſt Rank. 

Perhaps Ignorance may claim the Right of 
Precedence, upon the Account of it's great 
Antiquity, and the wide and baleful Spread 
of it's Influence : almoſt every Atmoſphere 
may be ſaid to be darkened by it's heavy 
Clouds. 

What a ſmall Share of Reaſon have the 
common Herd of Mankind to guide them ? 
and the little Portion they have, how ſeldom 
do they employ in ſerious, uſeful, and im- 
portant Reflections ? So far are they from 
ſearching the Scriptures, from meditating upon 
them, and examming themſelves, whether they 
are in the Faith, that they take up their Re- 
ligion at a Venture, like a common Merchan- 
diſe upon Truſt, and a Kind of wholeſale 
Credit, 


In 
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In the firſt Infancy of the Goſpel, Arts 
and Sciences flouriſhed, and many were emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for their Wit and Learn- 
ing. But what was the Pride of Philoſophy, 
and all theſe boaſted Treaſures of Erudition ? 
in ſome Reſpects worſe than Ignorance t/elf ; 
fo far from opening the Way to true Know- 
ledge, that they often blocked up the faireſt 
Avenues to it, and became greater Fooli/hneſs 
with God than the Simplicity of the Poor, 
who had the Goſpel preached unto them. We 
cannot have a very high Opinion of this world- 
ly Wiſdom, if we judge of it from the Frag- 
ments which are left us, or from the Teſti- 
monies of many Writers of undoubted Truth 
and Fidelity. What a remarkable Account 
does Lactantius give us of one anonymous 
Author, who figured high in the Opinion of 
the World ? We are told, that when he came 
fo confute the Religion, againſt which he was 
arguing, he appeared very contemptible, not 
knowing what he oppoſed, nor what to ſay ; ſo 
that our People in general, though upon account 
of the Times they might think it beſt to ſay little, 
could not but deſpiſe him, and look upon him as 
a Man who attempted to enlighten others, when 
be was blind himſelf; and to bring others back. 
from Error, when he was himſelf ignorant, and 


knew not where to ſet his Feet; and to teach 
others 
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others the Truth, of which he never had a 
glimpſe himſelf *. 

It may be ſaid, perhaps, that moſt of the 
Writings of theſe early Ages are now loſt and 
buried in Oblivion ; but how is this Loſs to 
be accounted for ? Ought it to be imputed 
to the Malice of Chriſtians ? Was it a wilful 
Spoliation ? If we may rely upon the Teſti- 
mony of Chry/oſtom, he aſſigns a much more 
eaſy and natural Cauſe. --- He tells us, that 
the Boobs written againſt Chriſtianity were ſo 
contemptible, that they had been all in a manner 
loſt long ago: many of them periſhed almoſt as 
ſoon as they appeared; but, if they are flill to 
be found any. where, it is among ft the Chriſtians. 

Theſe perhaps may be looked upon as too 
invidious Reflections upon the Characters 
of Men, who, though Enemies to the Goſ- 
pel, have certainly diſcovered a great Bril- 
liancy of Wit, as well as Depth of Learn- 
ing. 

But what rare Inſtances are there, where 
Learning and Infidelity join Hand in Hand 


Lactan. Inſt. L. 5. c. 2. 
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and figure in the ſame Circle? Notwith- 
ſtanding the Exceptions of a few, it will be 
generally found, that Ignorance is the com- 
mon Mother of moſt Hereſies; and that In- 
dolence is the genuine Offspring deſcended 
from her, which wears the ſame Features, 
and is too often productive of the ſame un- 
happy Brood of erroneous Opinions: for 
what Fruit can reaſonably be expected from 
the barren Field of the flothful, and the un- 
cultivated Vineyard of the Man void of Under- 
landing. I went by it, ſays Solomon, and lo! 
it was all grown over with Thorns, and Nettles 
covered the Face thereof. Prov. xxiv. 31. 

In the ſame Soil, blind Credulity generally 
ſprings up, and, like a corrupt Tree, what 
does it produce but a wild Exuberance of 
Errors? Aſk the credulous Man why he be- 
lieves, and what is the Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in him? He forms his Judgment at 
Random; more from the Sound than the 
Senſe of Words; more from disjointed and 
unconnected Sentences, than from any ratio- 
nal and well- grounded Evidences of Truth. 
Why has this fooliſh Votary any Faith in 
Myſteries ? only becauſe they are myſterious. 
And why is he fond of Heterodoxy ? only be- 
cauſe it is the Idol which his Heart caſually 
adored. 
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In this Train, Superſtition ſeldom fails to 
follow, as the Shadow does the Body ; and in 
what Form does it lead up the Rear? with 
all the Horrors of black Deſpair, trembling 
on the Brink of Danger and Deſtruction. 
What can be a more miſerable deluded Crea- 
ture upon Earth, than the ſuperſtitious Man, 
who ſtrives to purify his Mind by the Torture 
of his Body? Who is ſo blind a Devotee, as 
to lay greater Streſs upon Pilgrimages, Pe- 
nances and Mortifications of the Fleſh, than 


upon the vital and ſpiritual Parts of Religion, 


in which the true Kingdom of God conſiſts? 

Theſe Cauſes of religious Errors, Igno- 
rance, Indolence, Credulity, and Superſtition, 
not only act ſeparately, but often operate by 
their united Influence. It was by their joint 
Concurrence that the Hierarchy of the Church 
of Rome was raiſed to ſuch an enormous 
Height. For though it was begun and car- 
ried on by the unremitting Labour and Am- 
bition of crafty and deſigning Men; yet it 
was the ſupine Vaſſalage of the ignorant and 
deluded Multitude, that propped the whole 
Superſlruture, and enabled it to riſe even above 
all that is called God. 

How many favourite Doctrines of this 
Church, ſuch as Tranſubſtantiation, Purgato- 
ry, the ſeven Sacraments, the Invocation of 

H 2 Saints, 
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Saints, Maſſes, Indulgencies, and many others, 
derived (if not their Birth) yet their Progreſs 
and Succeſs, from implicit Faith and paſſive 
Obedience, the moſt unthinking and enſlaving 
Principles of human Nature ! Even the Ma- 
hometan Religion, though ſupported by the 
Sword, could not have gained ſuch rapid 
Conqueſts, if the Souls of Men had not been 
firſt ſubdued, and in ſome Meaſure fitted for 
the Yoke. The Pagan Arabs would have 
fell an eaſy Victim to almoſt any Impoſtor. 
The Roman and Per/ian Monarchies were then 
weak and declining in Knowledge, .as well 
as Strength ; and when Ignorance and Cre- 
dulity paved the Way, the Victory was more 
than half gained ; and nothing was wanting 
to compleat it's Triumphs, but the bold and 
undaunted Spirit of the pretended Prophet. By 
theſe Inſtances we ſee, that the moſt noxious 
Plants (though they are not of our heavenly 
Father's planting) too often grow up and flou- 
riſh, when their Fibres are ſtrengthened by 
the foul Dregs of Superſtition. 


Indeed in theſe enlightened Times, Men are. 


not ſo eaſily carried down the Stream of Ig- 
norance; even the common Mechanick is 
better ſeen in the Principles of Religion, 
than the Monks and Friars, and ſanctified 
Recluſes of the Church of Rome. This Revi- 

val 
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val of Learning does Honour to Chriſtianity, 
brightens the Evidences of it, enables it's 


learned Advocates to anſwer the futil Objec- 
tions of Hereticks and Unbelievers, and to 


put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 


But it is to be feared in a licentious Age, 
that what is gained in Knowledge, is too of- 
ten loſt in Principle. When the Heart is 
corrupted, and the Poiſon of Hereſy has inſi- 
nuated itſelf into the very Veins, into the in- 
ward Frame and Conſtitution of Man, what 
Antidote can prevail againſt it? What can 
human Wiſdom do towards curing a Diſeaſe 
ſo fixed and inveterate? But this brings to 
Mind ſome other Sources of that heretical 
Depravity, which too much prevails, and 
ſpreads it's malignant Influence amongſt us. 


SECT. 
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Herr. 


Other Cauſes of Errors in Religion, ariſing 
from Pride, Paſſion, Prejudice, and Pre- 
poſſeſſion. 


HESE, like Confederates in the ſame 
Cauſe, generally go hand in hand to- 
gether. They are connected by an Afocta- 
lion of Ideas; and the leaſt Touches of the 
one will often excite ſome ſenſible Feelings 
and Emotions of the other. 

The proud Man's Knowledge puffeth up ; 
and his chief Aim is not a ſober and difinte- 
reſted Love of Truth, but the Defire of 
Gain or Conqueſt; or the Gratifications of 
his Lufts and Paſſions, are the firſt Springs 
and ruling Motives of his Heart. The more 
his Ambition aſpires above his Reach, and 
the more he catches at the Clouds, the more 
low and grovelling are his Sentiments, be- 
neath the Dignity of a rational Creature. 

It is the hard Fate of this Man, that he 
has no Place for Retreat. He is too wiſe to 
be convinced, and too proud to be reform- 
ed; and which is worſe, his high Concep- 

tions 
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tions of himſelf exclude all Dependence upon 
God, who is the great Giver of all Know- 
ledge. vo 
To the meek, Myſteries are revealed ; but 
it is emphatically ſaid of God, that he re//t- 
eth the proud, and giveth Grace to the lowly. 
What was it but a ſupercilious Arrogance of 
Mind, which cauſed Ce//us © to caſt ſuch foul 
Aſperfions upon all Chriſtians ? He greedily 
catched at the Errors of the moit formal He- 
reticks, and in the Pride of Boaſting, he made 
them the Topicks of Reproach againſt true 
Believers. In one remarkable Paſſage, he 
does not ſcruple to ſay, that he &new all 
Things. What Vain-glory was this, to lay a 
Claim to univerſal Knowledge ! But ſuppoſe 
he only meant the Things relating to Chriſ- 
tians; how much do the Words ſavour of 
Vanity and Self-conceit, as well as Scorn and 
Deriſion? 
Nor does Porphyry fall ſhort of him, either 
in his high Opinion of himſelf, or in his in- 
veterate Hatred and Rancour againſt Chriſ- 
tians. St. Auguſtin has given us a juſt and 
true Character of him. F this Man, ſays he, 
meaning Porphyry, had loved Wiſdom truly and 
faithfully, he would have had a better Know- 


© Origen, contra Celſum, p. 11. 
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ledge of Chriſt, the Power of God, and the Wiſ- 
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| dom of Gad; nor, being puffed up with the | Ar 
49 Pride of vain Science, would he have revolted | _ 
1 from the Humility of Chriſt *. wh 
1 But without going ſo far back for Inſtances Fo 
1 of this Nature, what ſtrong Specimens of | of ; 
[ Pride are ſet before us in almoſt the whole ane 
| | Claſs of Unbelievers? When we read the cor 
| f political Diſquifitions of a noble Author, who | (th 
* may be called the modern Oracle of Infidelity, ſpe 
vi how juſtly do we admire the animated Force cap 
{1 and Boldneſs of his Language, the Quick- the 
1 nieſs and Livelineſs of his Imagination, and rou 
| | the Elegance as well as Sublimity of his Sen- mat 
| timents! But when he touches upon Reli- vile 


gion, how greatly does his Genius fail him! | inv 


3 His fineſt Colours are but the meretricious | ] 
= Ornaments of Falſhood, debaſed by Pride, 1 Me: 
| | and disfigured with Oſtentation. Behold him moſt 
"1 now, with an affected Air of Sovereignty, 1 the 
5 fitting in the Seat of the Scornful, and looking Goa 
down with ſupercilious Contempt upon the the 
41 « Quam ſapientiam, fi vere ac fideliter amaſſes, Chriſtum | 
= Dei virtutem ac Dei ſapientiam cognoviſſes, nec ab ejus ſalu- 4 62 
N 4 berrimã humilitate, tumore inflatus vanæ ſcientiz refiluifles. | | 
id Aug. de Civ. Dei, L. 10. c. 26. Theſe words are conſi- 4 81 
| | dered by ſome, as implying, that Porphyry was originally a IV. 


Chriſtian ; but they are not underſtood in that Senſe by Tille- 1 
mont, Lardner, and others, but only as importing, that he was 1 
too proud to be a Chriſtian, 
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moſt amiable and illuſtrious Characters of all 
Antiquity, upon * Sacrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, 
and, as far as it comes in his Way, upon the 
whole learned World. And ſuch are Ait bigh 
Imaginations, that he treats the whole Syſtem 
of modern Philoſophy with the moſt ſevere 
and bitter Invectives, beyond the Bounds of 
common Decency. Even his favourite Locke, 
(though he deigns upon ſome Occaſions to 
ſpeak reſpectfully of him) cannot always eſ- 
cape his Cenſure. But, above all others, 
the chief Mark at which he ſhoots his Ar- 
rows are Chriſtian Divines, whom he ſtig- 
matizes with every diſgraceful Epitbet and 
vile Aſperſion which his pregnant Wit can 
invent, or the utmoſt Malice beſtow. 

He charges them with Blaſpbemy, with 
Madneſs, and worſe than Madneſs, as being the 
moſt preſumptuous of all Fools, in Alliance with 
the Atheiſts, and as betraying the Cauſe of 
God. What vain Triumphs are theſe ? Even 
the Humility of a Chriſtian adorns human 
Nature with more Wiſdom, and, I may ſay, 
exalts it with more Dignity. 


e Bolingbroke's Works, Vol. III. p. 337, 338. 392. Vol. 
IV. p. 129. 273. 586. Vol. V. p. 188, 493. 
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We may farther obſerve, that Pride ſeldom 
ſtands by itſe]f, without the Concomitancy 
of Paſſion, which is another Obſtacle to true 
Knowledge. The wiſe Author of Nature has 
implanted Paſſions in the human Breaſt for 
many great and excellent Ends, to invigorate 
our Nature, to quicken the animal Spirits, 
to enliven the Fancy, and to give Mings to 
our Purſuits in Speculation as well as Action. 
If not animated by theſe Springs and Emo- 
tions of the Mind, the chief Spirit and Ener- 
gy of the human Frame would be loſt, and 
we ſhould ſcarce be awake. 

But when the Reins are let looſe, and the 
Paſſions are not kept in a due Subordination 
to Reaſon, how apt are they to run riot from 
their true Centre without any appointed 
Or6 to direct their Motions ? When irregu- 
Jar Deſires, and inordinate Appetites, get the 
Dominion, the whole Man 1s driven away as 
with a Tempeſt, and his rational Faculties, 
his Underſtanding and Judgment, are given 
up as @ Prey to ſirong Deliſions to believe a 
Lie. 

Prejudice and Prepoſſeſion, which are other 
Cauſes of religious Errors, generally take the 
ſame unruly Courſe : and what Freedom can 
the Mind enjoy, or with what Authority can 

it 
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it act, under ſuch arbitrary and tyrannical 
Maſters ? x 

Prejudice, like a jaundiced Eye, diſcolours 
Truth, and darkens the faireſt Evidences 
of it; and Prepoſſeſion often gives a favour- 
able Aſpect, though in a falſe Glaſs, to De- 
formity itſelf. 

The Mind, thus vitiated in it's Taſte, 
and under ſuch unhappy Influence, is diſ- 
torted, ſees Things through a wrong Me- 
dium ; and can no more find it's Way 
through the intricate Mazes of Error, than 
a common Traveller, when the true Road is 
blocked up with Dangers and Difficulties ; 
but the wrong Path lies open before him, 
and is not only clear of all Obſtructions, but 
has the Appearance of many agreeable Ob- 
jects, many alluring Snares and Temptations 
to deceive him. 

In Pagan, Popiſh, and Mahometan Coun- 
tries, we ſee the irreſiſtible Force of falſe 
Impreſſions. What a commanding and over- 
ruling Sway do they bear over whole Com- 
munities of Men, the learned as well as the 
unlearned? There hardly is a more epi- 
demical Diſeaſe than Prejudice : when once 
the Minds of Men are corrupted by it, the 
Contagion is apt to ſpread itſelf more and 
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more; and neither Reaſon nor Religion, 
though the beſt Antidotes againſt it, can ex- 
pel the Poiſon, or operate with effectual Se- 
curity and Succeſs, which will appear more 


fully under the following Section. 


SECT. 


a. ee er” — — 


Oth 


Heretical Opinions. 61 


er. 


Others Cauſes of Errors in Religion, arifing 
from Education, Cuſtom, Authority, and 


other Connex1ons. 


HESE likewiſe have a near Relation 

to each other. The Stamp which 
Education gives is often indelible. The firſt 
Impreſſion is the ſtrongeſt, and cannot eaſily 
be worn out. The human Mind, in it's firſt 
Opening, is ſoft and pliable ; and good Prin- 
ciples may be inſinuated into it almoſt imper- 


ceptibly. The Soi is then in the beſt Tem- 


per to receive the good Seed, to cheriſh and 
keep it, and to bring forth Fruit with Pati- 
ence. 

But when evil Principles have taken Hold 
of the Affections, and the Chains are firmly 
rivetted, how hard is it to break theſe Bonds 
aſunder ? and to ſet the Mind at Liberty, 
when it is once entangled in the Bondage of 
Corruption ? We cannot have a ſtronger Proof 
of this Inflexibility of Mind, than in the 
Character and Conduct of the Jews. They 


were of the Seed of Abraham, to whom per- 
tained 
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tained the Adoption, and the Glory, and the 
Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the 
Service of God, and the Promiſes. Rom. 1x. 4. 
But other Nations were to them as Aliens from 
the Commonwealth of Iſrael, having no Hope, 
and without God in the World. Eph. ii. 12. 
This ffubborn Generation could no more re- 
nounce theſe high Privileges, ſo flattering to 
human Nature, than they could cut of a 
right Hand, or pluck out a right Eye. Though 
our Lord came not to deſtroy the Law and the 
Prophets, but to fulfil ; and though his Reli- 
gion had all the Marks and Characters of a 
divine Authority; yet the Jews were harden- 
ed againſt Conviction, and, like the deaf Ad- 
der, they flopped their Ears. 

Nor was the ſame obſtinate Spirit, as was 
before intimated, leſs predominant amongſt 
the Gentiles : they could not forego their 


ſumptuous Temples, their Altars, Oracles, In- 


cenſe, and Sacrifices ; much leſs could they 
renounce their tutelary Deities, the Bulwarks 
of all their Hopes, and the Guardians of all 
their Happineſs. Many of the wiſe and 
learned, who were bred up in the celebrated 
Schools of Philoſophy, could as ſoon forſake 
themſelves, as the old Principles of their 
Maſters. Even the later Platonicks, who had 
favourable Leanings towards Chriſtianity, 

often 
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— often intermixed it with allegorical Inter pre- 
tations ; and even Origen himſelf indulged the 
ſame Humour, though he was a ſtrenuous 
Advocate for the Truths of the Goſpel. 

To ſuch pre-conceived Impreſſions, Cu/- 
tom adds great Weight and Influence, and 
may not improperly be called a kind of ſecond 
Nature. In the common Affairs of Life, 
long accuſtomed Habits gather Strength by 
Time; but, eſpecially in Religion, it is look- 
ed upon as a kind of Sacrzlege to violate the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of the Country, even in the 
moſt indifferent Things. Even Infidels them- 
ſelves have their Creeds ; and the longer they 
have been habituated to their own favourite 
Syſtems, the more pertinacious they often are 
in their Adherence to them. 

We find indeed, that ſome are reed to and 
fro, like the Waves of the Sea, revolting from 
Truth to Falſhood, and from Falſhood to 
Truth. The Emperor Julian was a re- 


4 
| | f Ammianus Marcellinus gives this Account of Julian Et 
| | quanquam a rudiments | +5 was inclinatio erat, erga numinum 
cultum paullatimque adoleſcens defiderio rei flagrabat, multa 
| ; metuens tamen agitabat quzdam ad id pertinentia, quantum 
| fieri poterat occultiſſimè; ubi vero abohtis, quæ verebatur, 
adeſſe liberum tempus faciendi, quæ vellet, advertit, ſui pec- 
; toris patefecit arcana, et planis abſolutiſque decretis ; aperirt 
| | templa, ariſque hoſtias admoveri ad deorum ſtatuĩt cultum. 
7 Lib. 22. cap. 5 
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markable Inſtance of the former. He was 
bred up in Chriſtian Principles, and under 
Chriſtian Parents as well as Maſters ; but till 
he apoſtatized from the Faith, and became 
the great Protector of Genti/i/m. But many 
Reaſons may perhaps be aſſigned for this ex- 
traordinary Conduct. When he turned away 
from the Religion of Jeſus, he was not more 
than twenty Years of Age -a Seaſon of Youth 
too impatient of Reſtraint, He had frequent 
Converſe with Heathen Philoſophers, and 
particularly, Libanius, who taught him Rhe- 
torick, was high in his Eſteem- Or perhaps 
his Vanity might be touched by the outward 
Pomp and Splendor of Pagan Rites and Ce- 
remonies---Or he might think this the moſt 
extenſive Sphere for the Exertion of his great 
Abilities : he might fancy it perhaps beneath 
the Dignity of an Emperor to be cloathed 
with Chriſtian Humility, Whatever were 
his Motives, he well knew the Force and In- 
fluence of Education and Cuſtom, and would 
not permit the Children of the Galieans, as 
he was uſed to called them, to be inſtrua- 
ed in the liberal Arts under the Tuition 
of any but Greek Maſters, leſt, by being 
grounded in the Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, they might be the better able to 


combat the Worſhip of falſe Gods. 
But 
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But if Men are not led into Error by the 
gentle Means of Perſuaſion, or by the pre- 
vailing Force of Cuſtam, how often are they 
drawn into it, and compelled to come in by 
the mere Dint of Authority, When can Re- 
ligion be in a more deplorable State, than 
when the Arm of the Magiſtrate is made bare 
againſt her, and erroneous Opinions are al- 
lowed to take Shelter under his Wings? How 
often has this been the unhappy Fate of 
Chriſtians, both under Pagan and Popiſb 
Rome, both Perſecutors of the true Faith, and 
like the Woman mentioned in the Apocalypſe, 
drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and with 
the Blood of the Martyrs of Feſus ?. Rev. xvii, 
6. How many diſtreſſed Souls (that their 
Bodies might not fall a Sacrifice) have been 
forced into the moſt glaring Errors and Ab- 
ſurdities, and through the impending Terrors 
of Perſecution, to aſſent even to Tranſubtan- 
tiation itſelf? 

But the primitive Church made a juſt Diſ- 
tinction between thoſe that voluntarily erred, 
and 7boſe that were frightened into Error by 
Threats and Puniſhment : and in this latter 
Caſe, Biſhops were often allowed, and par- 

Qui ad iterandum Baptiſmum, vel metu coacti ſunt, vel 


terrore traducti, his ea cuſtodienda eſt moderatio, &c. Leo, 
Ep. 77. ad Nicetam, cap. 6. 


K ticularly 
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ticularly the Biſhop of Aguileia, by the Direc- 
tion of Pope Leo himſelf, to moderate their 
Penance, and to reinſtate thoſe in the Com- 
munion of the Church, who were: driven out 
of it by Force and Compulſion. 

Sometimes the Smzles of ſecular Authority, 
widows the Frowns of it, have impoſed upon 
the Conſciences of Men, and have drawn 
them into heterodox Opinions, through a 
paſſive Submiſſion to the Diaates of publick 
Wiſdom. _. 

Many likewiſe have been betrayed and led 
aſtray by their private and ſocial Connexions 
in Life. There are Confederacies amongſt 
Hereticks, Sciſmaticks, and Unbelievert. Each 
have their Cauſe ; and when formed into Par- 
ties, how determined are they to ſtand by 
each other at all Adventures ! When once the 
Minds of Men are inflamed with Zeal, with 
Bigotry or Enthufiaſm, the fiery Spirit ſeldom 
abates ; it catches from one to the other, and 
ſpreads itſelf through the whole Circle. 

As there are many different Secs, even 
amongſt well meaning Chri/tians, how ſacred 
is the Bond Union betwixt them ! how in- 
violably are they bound together in the ſame 
Sentiments and the ſame Affections! 

But eſpecially the unwary and unthinking 
Part of Mankind are not left to their own 
Choice, 
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Choice. They often lump their Religion in 
the groſs, and make a wholeſale Merchandiſe 
of their Faith. They believe, either as the 
Church or Conventicle directs, and all is ſwal- 
lowed at random, whether the Huſes of the 
Swine, or the heavenly Bread of Life. No 
Difference is made between Veſſels of Honour 
and Veſſels of Diſhonour, between Wood, 
Hay and Stubble, and Gold and Silver, and 


precious Stones. 


Indeed the Sources of Error are almoſt in- 
finite. They depend not only upon the out- 
ward Connections, but upon the various 
Humours and Diſpoſitions of Men. Let it 
ſuffice to mention a few others, leſt a longer 
Detail of them might be too tedious to the 
Reader, as well as to the Author. 
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Other Cauſes of Religious Errors, arifing from 
an heretical Turn of Mind, from a Fondneſs 
for Innovation, from peculiar ſyſtematical 
Principles, and above all, from Vice and 
Immorality. 


ERE likewiſe there may be ſome Co- 
herence: the one is often productive of 

the other, 
The Conduct of ſome Hereticks is really 
unaccountable ; and it is hard to know upon 


what Motives or Principles they act; they 


ſeem to be born with a kind of mental Obli- 
quity, and to be as it were mechanically form- 
ed with a peculiar Turn for heretical Opinions; 
like the bodily Eye, when diſtorted in it's 
Sight, they generally look the wrong Way. 
We will not pretend to ſay that this Od- 
dity of Sentiment proceeds from an organical 
Structure of the Brain; but it is a ſtrange 
Singularity of Mind, as though it was natu- 
rally interwoven in the yery Frame and Com- 


plexion of ſome Perſons. 
Theſe 
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Theſe conſlitutional Hereticks, if I may fo 
call them, are ſeldom to be wrought upon 
by any Arguments whatſoever. They would 
monopolize all Reaſon to themſelves ; they 
are too ſceptical to be convinced, but too dog= 
matical to allow of any Contradiction. 

What a Fondneſs for Innovation may we 
generally diſcover in Perſons of this peculiar 
Caſt ? Inſtead of ing for the old Paths, and 
walking therein, no Way is pleaſing to them, 
but that which is chalked out by themſelves; 
and, for Novelty Sake alone, the more it di- 
verts from the common and beaten Track, 
the more they rejoice in it, as their own In- 
vention. 

This Love for new Opinions indeed has 
been often caſt, as a Matter of Reproach, in 
the Face of all Proteſtants whatſoever. How 
often has that ſtale Queſtion been aſked, 
and with what an Air of great Importance, 
Where was your Religion before Luther ? A 
Queſtion (till repeated with great Pertneſs, tho 
the moſt ſubſtantial Anſwers have over and over 
been given to it. It is ſufficient to obſerve, 
that the Doctrines of the Reformation are as 
old as Chriftianity itſelf. They were main- 
tained by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, by the 
primitive Writers, by the beſt Chriſtian 
Apologiſts, and indeed by ſome the molt 


learned 
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learned Men in every Century, even in the 
moſt corrupt Times of Popery itſelf. The 


Principles of Proteſtantiſm were not founded 


upon human Inventions and unwritten Tradi- 
tions, but upon a ſufficient and perfect Rule 


of Faith, upon the Word of God himſelf, the 
unerring Standard of all Truth. Here is 
laid no other Foundation than that is laid, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt. 

Let the Reader therefore judge, in which 


Scale the Charge of Novelty lies, whether in 


the Church of Rome, or in the Doctrines of 
Proteſtantu. The Romiſh Doctors indeed 
have, in this Inſtance, acted with great Po- 
licy, by endeavouring to keep the Scriptures 
as much as poſſible out of publick View, and 
by corrupting the Fathers by an Index Expur- 
gatorius, by unwarranted Interpolations, by 
forged Additions, and falſe Retrenchments. 
This was a ſubtle Way of getting rid of all 
ftanding and publick Monuments of Re- 
proach ; but Proteſtant Churches have not /o 
learned Chriſt ; they appeal to the Law and to 
the Teſtimony, and to the pure and uncorrup- 
ted Records of Antiquity; and upon this fair 
Examination it will appear, that we have no 
futil Innovations contrary to the Scriptures, 
no new-modelled Syſtems, but ſuch only as 
are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
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and Prophets, Feſus Chrift himſelf being the 
chief Corner Stone. In a Word, the Church 
of Rome, by her novel Inventions, as the 
Prophet aid of Tyre, has flained the Pride of 
all ber Glory; but the pure and undefiled Reli- 
gion of Proteſtants ſtands in need of no falſe 
Diſguiſes, no adulterated Mixtures to enforce 
and recommend it. | | 

It may juſtly be obſerved, that moſt No- 
veliſis in Religion, as well as Philoſophy, 
have a peculiar Fondneſs for their own e- 
matick Principles. No Opinions will pleaſe 
but their own ill-favoured Brood, hatched by 
themſelves. To theſe falſe Idols they bow 
the Knee, as to Baal; and will ſacrifice all, 
even Truth itſelf, for the Honour of theſe 
darling Objects of their own Hearts. 

What abundant Specimens have we of this 
Kind in almoſt the whole Tribe of heretical 
Writers | When wrong Ideas are once fixed 
in the Mind, ſuch as the All-ſuſſiciency of 
human Reaſon, the Eternity of Matter, the 
No- neceſſity of one ſupreme independent 
Cauſe, the Unconcernedneſs of Providence in 
the Affairs of this lower World, the indiffe- 
rent and unconnected Relations of Virtue and 
Vice, the Materiality of the human Soul, or 
the Annibilation of both Soul and Body after 
Death; what juſt Reaſonings can be drawn 

from 
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from ſuch ill-grounded Premiſes ? Light may 
as ſoon be ſtruck out of Dar#ne/s, as Truth 
from ſuch preconceived, but ill- formed, Hy- 
potheſes ; contrary to all rational Evidence, 
and to the plaineſt Dictates of common 
Senſe. 

There is ſuch a Multitude of Errors in 
Religion, that it is almoſt impoſſible to trace 
all the various Sources of them ; but having 
touched upon the principal of them, I ſhall 
only add one more Cauſe of erroneous Opi- 
nions, and indeed it is the moſt fatal and 
predominant of all ; I need not fay, that I 
mean a wicked and profligate Life. 

Vice and Immorality are the Bane of all 
Truth; and ſo repugnant to all the Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity, that a wicked Man will 
naturally ave Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
cauſe his Deeds are evil. 

Truth and Virtue are faithful, and almoſt 
inſeparable Companions : they nearly cor- 
reſpond in the ſame Harmony of Sentiment, 
in their Views and Tendencies, their Means 
and Motives, their ultimate Ends and De- 
figns, and to the mutual Advantage of each 
other. But what an unhappy Alliance is 


there between Vice and Folly? They are 


Confederates in the moſt abandoned Cauſe, 
are miſerably linked together in the ſame 
Chain, 
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Chain, and in Purſuit of the ſame inordinate 
Meaſures. 7 

What can be a more indiſſoluble Bond of 
Friendſhip, than to have the ſame Inclnations 
and the ſame Averſions ? Into a malicious Soul 
Wiſdom cannot enter : all the Avenues are 
blocked up ; and for ſo divine and heavenly a 
Gueſt, no Opening, no kind Reception can 
be had, eſpecially in the Tents of Ungodlineſs ; 
for, as the Apoſtle obſerves, What Fellowſhip 
has Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs * and 
what Communion has Light with Darkneſs ? 
and what Concord has Chriſt with Belial? or 
what Part has he that believeth, with the He- 
retick or Infidel ? 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15- 

That this Account may not ſeem to be too 
much exaggerated ; that the Colourings may 
not be thought to be too deep or ſtrong ; it 
may not be improper to exemplify what has 
been ſaid, by an Induction of Particulars. 
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e X. 


A Sketch of ſome vain and incoherent Opinions, 
patronixed by modern Hereticks and Unbe- 


lievers. 


IT H regard to the Deity, though 

many of them have not Effrontery 
enough to diſown his Exiſtence, yet, like 
their Maſter Epicurus, they in fact deny him. 

It is very obſervable, that in theſe refined 
Theories, but little Streſs is laid upon the 
Worſhip and Adoration of the Supreme Being, 
as though this, which ought to be the firſt 
Spring and leading Principle of Religion, was 
only a low and ſubordinate Part of it, or ra- 
ther, no important Article at all in the new- 
modelled Syſtems of mere Morality. 

One of them, who pretends to be a great 
Teacher of Ezhicks, is hardy enough to tell 
us, that Prayer is rather diſplegſing than a 
grateful Offering to God. Another glories, 
that ſome of the Heathens uſed no Prayers at 
all; and inſinuates in their Names, that it is 


d Chubb's poſthumous Works, Vol. I. p. 283, 284. 
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no rational Part of Duty. How much more 
juſt and becoming would it have been to have 
drawn from ſuch Premiſes, this obvious and 
natural Concluſion , viz. that the Goſpel 
teaches better Things. 

The moral Perfections of the Deity are 
ſometimes ſpoke of with a folemn Air of 
Reverence ; but how often with Indifference, 
or with much Doubt or Uncertainty, or 
ſometimes with an tronical ſneer, amounting 
to little leſs than Contempt and Ridicule. 
One of them is profane enough to aſſert, that 
we have no Aſſurance of the Exiſtence of the ſu- 
preme Being, while we argue from the Courſe of 
Nature: and what is the grand Reaſon he 
aſſigns for this bold Aſſertion? Becauſe the 
Subject lies entirely beyond the Reach of human 
Experience. And in another Place ', he is 
abſurd enough to ſay, that God diſcovers him- 
Self by ſome faint Traces or Outlines, beyond which 
we have no Authority to aſcribe to him any At- 
tribute or Perfection. What we imagine to be 
a ſuperior Perfection, may really be a Defect; 
or were it ever ſo much a Perfection, the aſerib- 
ing of it to the Supreme Being, where it appears 


i Blount's Notes on Philoſtratus, p. 38. 
* Hume's Philoſophical Eſſays, p. 214. 
) Philoſophical Eſſays, p. 222. 
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not to have been really exerted to the full in bis 
Works, ſavours more of Flattery and Panegy- 
rick, than of juſt Reaſoning and found Pbilo- 
fopby. 

Another Writer, of the ſame Claſs, will 
not allow the Propriety of aſcribing moral 
Attributes to the Deity ; and he treats thoſe 
as profane, who talk of imitating God in his 
moral Perfections. This, in his elegant Stile, 
he calls Theological Familiarity *. 

It is no Wonder that Writers of this Stamp 
have the ſame crude and indigeſted Notions 
of the Providence of God. 

Some take the Reins of Government entire- 


| ly out of the Hands of the great Ruler of the 


Univerſe ; and they deny all divine Superin- 
tendance over the Affairs of this World, as 
though it was beneath the Majeſty of the 
Moſt High. 

Others do not go to ſuch extravagant 
Lengths. They will acknowledge a general, 
but not a ſpecial Providence, as preſiding over 
collective Bodies of Men, but not condeſcend- 
ing to the Care and Cognizance of private 
Individuals. 

What can be greater Impiety than this ? 
to abridge the Power of the Almighty, and 


= Lord Bolingbroke, 
to 


— . — — — 2 —ä ——— —a— "+ 


Q WW 


Heretical Opinions. 77 


to dare to aſcribe Bounds to an infinite Being, 
whoſe tender Mercies are over all his Works, 
and without whoſe heavenly Inſpection not a 
Sparrow falls to the Ground 

Theſe over-refined Moraliſts talk indeed of 
Virtue in very high and exalted Strains ; of 
moral Taſte and Delicacy of Sentiment ; of Be- 
nevolence, and the whole Train of ſocial Af- 
fections: but Faith, Grace, Redemption by 
Chriſt, and a heavenly minded Spirit of 
Piety and Devotion (which are the bleſſed 
Hopes and Comforts of a Chriſtian) they ex- 
punge, as uſeleſs Ingredients in Religion, as 
no better than the artificial Cobwebs of Reli- 
gion, fitter to catch Inſects than to amuſe or 
profit rational Creatures. 

One noble Writer paints Virtue in a very 
engaging and lovely Dreſs ; but this is but 
one Side of the Portrait? look on the other, 
and you will ſee that he ſtrips her of all the 
Hopes of Reward; and blames the Expecta- 
tion of it, as mercenary, laviſh, and diſin- 
genuous. Here his fine Flowers wither, as 


it were, away, for Lack of Nouriſhment, and 


may be faid to fade and droop in the Shade, 
for want of the Sunſhine of Heaven to enliven 
them. 


Lord Shaftsbury, 
Another 
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Another ' Writer pretends to great Im- 


provements in the Theory of Morals, by 


lopping off ſome Branches, and ſubſtituting 
others in the Room of them. Wit, Eloquence, 


Delicacy of Taſte, and almoſt every agreeable 


Accompliſhment of the Mind, he compre- 
hends within the Circle, as conſtituent and 


effential Parts of moral Excellence; but Hu- 


mility, Mortification, and Self-denial, fink ſo 
far below his ſublime Sentiments, that he 
repreſents them as no better than monk 


Virtues, which flupify the Underſtanding, and 


harden the Heart, obſcure the Fancy, and ſour 
the Temper. | 

Amongſt theſe Writers, what Uniformity 
of Sentiment, what moral Harmony can be 
expected? They all pretend to Free- thinking, 
but rather to think at random, without Order 
or Conſiſtence. 

Some undermine the very Foundation of 
moral Rectitude, by denying the eternal and 


immutable Difference between Good and 


Evil. What a Violation 1s this of the Nature 
of Things, as well as of the moſt ſacred Prin- 
ples of Religion ! 

Some have been weak enough to reſolve 
all moral Obligation into the ſole Will and 


* Hume's Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals. 
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Power of the Magiſtrate * : but how feeble 
and tottering muſt that Structure be, which 
ſtands upon no ſurer Baſis than the vague and 
capricious Inſtitutions of civil Authority? 

One of this Complexion, above all, is ſo 
very paradoxical as to decry Virtue, though 
the Pillar of all private as well as ſocial Hap- 
pineſs; and to turn the great Advantages of 
it to the oppoſite Side, by aſſerting, that pri- 
vate Vices are public Benefits . 

Nor are leſs Objections ſtarted concerning 
a future State, though the grand Hinge of all 
Religion. With what a Philoſophical Air 
have we been told by Spingſa and his Follow- 
ers, that there is no Subſtance in Nature but 
Matter ! and that the ſpontaneous Motions 
of the Body, and all the Phenomena of think- 
ing, may be phyſically accounted for, as the 
Reſult only of a material Syſtem. What can 
be more abſurd than to aſcribe Self- motion 
to ſtubborn Inactivity? Compounds muſt be 
ſimilar to the Parts of which they are com- 
pounded : but Thought is diametrically op- 
poſite to the ſluggiſh Nature of Matter; and 
it is impoſſible that outward Organization, 
or a mere Modification of Parts, can change. 


? Hobbes, 4 Mandeville. 
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the Eſſence of Things; or beſtow that Con- 
ſeiouſneſs, which muſt center in one ſimple 
uncompounded Subſtance, upon any Syſtem 
or Species of Matter, which is infinitely di- 
v1/ible. 

How apt are theſe ObjeQors to ſtumble 
upon metaphyſical as well as upon facred 
Ground ! They are no better Friends to true 
Philoſophy than to true Religion. Whether 
we conſider the moral Perfections of God, or 
the unequal Diſtribution of the Things of this 
World ; the Hopes of the Righteous, or the 
Fears of the Wicked ; the Forebodings of 
Conſcience, the Deſire of Knowledge, and 
the earneſt Longings after Immortality; what 
ſtrong Pledges are theſe of a future State l- 
The Voice of all Antiquity confirms them ; 
all Nature proclaims the Certainty of a Life 
to come. 

One of theſe Writers indeed muſt be ex- 
cepted : he has Ingenuity enough to acknow- 
ledge, that this Lyfe is only a State of Diſci- 
pline, and that another awaits us beyond the 
Grave; and he is ſo far from excluding a fu- 
ture State, that he makes a Senſe of this one 
of the five eſſential Articles of natural Religion. 
But even here he will not admit divine Reve- 
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lation as of any Uſe in this important Diſco- 
very. Human Reaſon, in his Eye, muſt have 
all the Glory, though the Gofpel is truly faid 
to have brought Life and Immortality to Light. 

Another of this Claſs, rather than do Ho- 
nour to the Religion of Feſus, expreſsly ſays, 
that the * antient Therts, Polytheifts, Philoſo- 
phers and Legiſlators, invented this Doctrine: 
and in another Place, that it was owing to 
Ag ypt, the Mother of ſound Policy, as well as 
Superſtition. But though he acknowledges 
the great Uſe of this Principle, yet how in- 
conſiſtent is he with himſelf ! What Pains 
does he take to weaken the natural Proofs of 
it, and to invalidate the ſtrongeſt Arguments 
which Reaſon ſuggeſts! But particularly, the 
Scripture Doctrine of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in another World, is the conſtant Sub- 
ject of his Invectives. It would be too tedi- 
ous to refer to particular Paſſages ; I ſhall 
only obſerve, that he not only condemns the 
general Doctrine, but finds great Fault with 
the particular Images and Deſcriptions of it, 
which the ſacred Oracles, with the greateſt 
Dignity and Solemnity of Truth, ſo nobly 
afford us. To uſe his own Phraſe, he re- 
preſents them as nearly reſembling the My- 


* Bolingbroke, Vol. V. p. 288. 352. 
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thologia de Inferis, which has been lo often 
laught at *. 

Thus between the Diſputers of this World, 
how is Religion crucified, like it's bleſſed 
Author, between Thieves! 

Some are only a kind of Half-Retainers to 
the Cauſe of Infidelity. Though they do not 
deny the divine Authority of the Goſpel, yet 
by their falſe Interpretations and novel In- 
ventions, they often act a more inconſiſtent 
Part than Unbelievers themſelves. Like Judas, 
they betray their Maſter with a Kiſs ; and un- 
der a ſpecious Colour of Friendſhip, they 
perhaps do more Miſchief to Religion by 
their falſe Arts and Inſinuations, than the 
bold and undiſguiſed Attempts of it's moſt 
open Enemies. 

In the Mouths of all, both Hereticks and 
Infidels, many ſoft Apologies are often pre- 
tended to be given; but their very Excuſes 
betray their Cauſe, and heighten their Guilt. 
But ſuch as they are, though vain and ſuper- 
ficial, it may not be improper to allow them 
a ſhort Examination. 


t Bolingbroke, Vol. V. p. 542. 
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A brief Examination of thoſe Excuſes, which 


are generally urged by falſe Chriſtians and 
avowed Unbehevers. 


HE firſt Apology generally offered, is 

the univerſal Right of private Fudg- 

ment, to which all are ſaid to have an un- 

alienable Title, as being the common Privi- 
lege of Nature. 

But how often is Liberty perverted, and 
made Uſe of only as a Cloak to Maliciouſneſs ? 
eſpecially by Hereticks and Unbelievers ; 
who, as the Prophet obſerves, truſt in Vanity, 
and ſpeak Lies ; who concerve Miſchief, and ba 
forth Iniquity. Il. liv. 4. 

But that we may the better judge in what 
Latitude this our pretended Birthright ought 
to be enjoyed, let us briefly ſtate the Argu- 
ments on both Sides. 

Some, who call themſelves the true Friends 
of univerſal Liberty, aſſert, that there ought 
to be no Reſtrictions at all; that an unlimi- 
ted Freedom in all ſpeculative Enquiries 1s 
the great Prerogative of Reaſon, allowed of 

M 2 by 


84 A Diſſertation on 


by the common Principles of Humanity, and 
agreeable to the Genius and Spirit of the 
Goſpel. Theſe maintain, that Religion is 
only a perſonal Concern ; that outward Force 
can never bind the inward Conſciences of 
Men; that it may make them Hypocrites, but 
not true Believers; and that as the ſecret 
Perſuaſions of the Mind are not within the 
Cognizance of human Juriſdiction, all have 
an undoubted Right to enjoy their own Prin- 
ciples, and to be free from the Shackles of 
arbitrary Authority. 

On the other Hand, there are many wholike- 
Wiſe call themſelves the Friends of Liberty, who 
do not deny the Force of theſe Arguments in 
general, but think they will not bear the un- 
limited and indefinite Conclufions drawn from 
them, eſpecially in Favour of thoſe who tear 
up Religion by the very Root, and are ever 
buſy in propagating the pernicious Seeds of 
Hereſy and Infidelity, They conclude, that 
if unreſtrained Impunity was granted to all 
without Diſtinction, that a wide Door would 
be opened to Licentiouſneſs ; that the Con- 
ſequence would be highly injurious to the 
civil as well as the ſacred Rights of Man- 
kind; that evil Opinions might often have as 
fatal an Influence upon the Peace, Order and 
Happineſs of Society, as any Overt- acts what- 

ſoever ; 
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ſoever; and that without the coercive Mea» 
ſures of Government, the State would have 
no Security, no outward Fence of Truth, nor 
Bond of Union. They infer therefore, that 
the civil Magiſtrate ought not to look on 
with an Eye of Indifference, and, like Ga/ko, 
to care for none of theſe Things ; but that it is 
his eſpecial Duty, as the Guardian of publick 
Happineſs, to act with Diligence and Up- 
rightneſs, and to eſtabliſh all neceſſary Pro- 
viſions, that the Commonwealth may receive na 
Harm. 

This has been the Subject of much De- 
bate ; and indeed it is difficult to draw the 
nice Line, which determines the reſpective 
Boundaries of Liberty and Authority in all 
Caſes whatſoever. I ſhall only obſerve, that 
Hereticks and Unbelievers have certainly no 
Pretenſions to public Favour and Indulgence, 
becauſe their Principles are often injurious to 
Society as well as Religion. Our ſocial and 
ſacred Rights are ſo twiſted and incorporated 
with each other, that neither of them can be 
properly enjoyed, without a due and regular 
Preſervation of both. Inaſmuch therefore as 
the Community ſuffers, it has an undoubted 
Right to defend itſelf : for if ſuch a Power 
was not lodged in the Hands of Government, 
to guard itſelf againſt ſome evil and dangerous: 

Principles, 
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Principles, how could the Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of it be ſupported in a Manner con- 
ſiſtent with Order, Tranquillity,and publick 
Happineſs ? 

Perhaps Neglect or Contempt may gene- 
rally be the moſt adviſeable Expedient; but 
when Hereſy and Infidelity open the Flood- 
gates, and pour in a Deluge of Opinions, de- 
ſtructive of the civil as well as the religious 
Intereſts of Mankind, how neceſſary is it to 
raiſe a Bank againſt ſuch a Tide of Miſchief, 
and to prevent, if poſſible, the Overflowings 
of Ungodlineſs. If ſome extreme Caſes ſeem 
to call for coercive Meaſures, will it not be- 
come the Wiſdom of the Legiſlator to inter- 
fere ? but, it is to be hoped, with Tenderneſs 
as well as Juſtice, --- Let not the Laws be 
ſtrained to the utmoſt Rzgour ; let them be 


tempered . with Mercy, mild and gentle as 


the Circumſtances of Things can poſſibly ad- 


mit. Let them be calculated rather for pub- 


lick Shame, than private Correction; rather 
for the Benefit of others, than as perſonal 
Inflictions upon the unhappy Offenders ; and 
with a ſalutary View, rather to prevent fu- 
ture Evils, than as immediate Punithments 

for paſt Tranſgreſſions. 
But let theſe Deſpiſers of Religion and 
Government know, that the Lenity of any 
civil 
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civil Adminiſtration is no Teſtimony of their 
Innocence ; and that if they do eſcape the 
Hands of Juſtice in this World, they will be 
accountable to a higher Tribunal, before the 
great Judge and Searcher of Hearts. 

2dly. Another Plea very often urged in 
Favour of heretical Opinions, is, that the 
Underſtanding is paſſive in it's Perceptions, 
and that the ultimate Reſult of them cannot 
but be the determinate Rule of our Judg- 
ments. 

But what an ill- grounded Excuſe is this? 
eſpecially when it comes out of the Mouths 
of Unbelievers. It may be allowable in ſome 
Inſtances, where, notwithſtanding our beſt 
Endeavours, the Error is unavoidable ; but 
religious Miſtakes are more apt to ariſe from 
a wilful Abuſe of Reaſon, than from a well- 
intended Application of it. Indeed our /mple 
Ideas, and ſome Combinations of them, may 
be ſaid to be involuntary : they ſtrike upon 
the Imagination almoſt irrefiſtibly, and as it 
were by Intuition; and with ſuch a Glare of 
Evidence, that we can no more alter the Im- 
preſſion, than a natural Man can change the 
Caſt of his Features, when He beholds his Face 
in a Glaſs. 

But in moſt complex Enquiries, there is a 


long Chain of intermediate Ideas; and we 


cannot 
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cannot but be conſcious of a Power of con- 
trolling the inward Motions and Operations 
of the Mind. Let any Man examine the 
Reflections of his own Heart; do not his own 
Feelings tell him, that he has a Freedom 
within himſelf of comparing, compounding, 
and ſeparating his Ideas? And if he does not 
perceive the Agreement or Diſagreement of 
them, the Fault will be, more than is gene- 
fally imagined, owing to himſelf rather than 
to his intellectual Faculties “. 

In' the whole Proceſs of Argumentation, 
the Will has a great Influence over the Mind. 
It may guide and dire& the Judgment, chalk 
out this or that Path' for it's Purſuit, and 
ſuggeſt right or wrong Means of Inveſtiga- 
tion. It was to this Volitian or Choice, that 
Foſhua appealed, when he ſaid to the Mael- 
ztes, If it ſeem evil to you to ſerve the Lord, 
chooſe ye this Day whom ye will ſerve ; whether 
the Gods which your Fathers ſer ved, that were 
on the other Side of the Flood, or the Gods of 
the Amorites, in whoſe Land ye dwell ; but 
as for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord. Joſh. xxiv. 15. 


We can hinder, as Locke obſerves, both Knowledge and 
Aſent, by ſtopping our Enquiry, and not employing our Fa- 
culties in the Search of any Truth. And a little lower he has 
theſe Words; We can prevent or ſuſpend our Aſſent. B. 4. 
C. 20. 
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If it be not in our own Power to be cateleſs 
and ſuperficial, or diligent and attentive in our 
Reſearches after Truth, how vain would all 
Exhortations or Commands be to ſearch the 
Scriptures, to try the Spirits, to prove all 
Things, and to hold faſt that which is good? 
Who can pretend to ſay, that a Peruſal of 
the Bible, the Selection of Books, the Choice 
of miniſterial Advice, and all the external 
Modes of Inſtruction, do not depend upon 
the free Direction and Arbitration of our 
own Hearts ? If we neglect the proper Means 
of Edification, how can we expect, with any 
Succeſs, the Attainment of Knowledge ? 
And if Ignorance be the Reſult of that Ne- 
glect, where can the Blame of it lye, but at 
our pwn Door ? It proceeds not from the 
Paſſiveneſs of the Underſtanding, but the Per- 
verſeneſs of the Will: and ſurely Herefarchs 
and Unbelievers have, above all others, the 
leaſt Shadow of Pretence that they are bound, 
by the Iron Rod of Neceflity, to think and 
reaſon according to their Perceptions , of 
Things. The whole Train of their Opinions 
and Conduct betray them; their viſionary 
Schemes, and unwearied Attempts to cauſe 
others to err from the Word of Knowledge, 


plainly manifeſt a Self- determination to put 
N Good 
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Good for Evil, and Evil for Good; Bitter for but 
Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter. wha 
Thus how weak and inconfiſtent are the of it 
Pleas of Unbelievers ? Sometimes they ſhel- thoſ 
ter themſelves under a Cloak of Liberty, and Hyp 
fometimes under that of hard Neceſhty ; ed E 
whereas the true Cauſe will generally be to in 
found to be, in a wilful Contempt of all ra- acco! 
tional Evidence. ſuch 
2dly. Another ſpecious Gloſs often put | lic 
upon erroneous Opinions, is a pretended Sin- Ba. 
cerity of Heart; and both Hereticks and Un- guiſ 
believers undoubtedly think themſelves ex- that 
tremely happy in the Choice of this Subter- Cort 
Fuge, as being out of the Reach of human ing 
Detection, and cognizable to no Authority F' Voi 
upon Earth, but that of their own Conſci- \ 
ENCES. | tian 
Indeed there is no Complexion of the Soul the 
which can be a fairer Ornament to Truth, or moi 
a more favourable Cover to a Multitude of in 
Errors, than a fincere and unfeigned Deſire wh 
of knowing the only true God, and what is Pie. 
his divine and heavenly Will. This undiſſenmm it v 
bled Purity of Heart, though we run into call 
ſome incidental Miſtakes, cannot but engage mo 
our Pardon in the Court of Heaven, before a nat 


merciful and righteous Tribunal. But when 
a ſacred Veil is aſſumed, with no other View 
but 


— 
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but to give a ſpecious Colouring to Falſbaad; 
what can poſſibly be a greater Aggravation 
of it? What can add more to it's Guilt, than 
thoſe Cankers of all Truth, Diſimulation and 
Hyprocriſy ? A fincere Man, ſays a late learn- 
ed Prelate “, is one who takes all poffuble Care 
to inform his Conſcience aright, and then to att 
according to it; and not one who, without any 


fuch Care, acts according to his own Per ſugſion, 


which is nothing but Prejudice, when the Care 
has not gone before it. If theſe are the diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks of Sincerity, it is to be feared 
that they will be ſeldom found in vitiated and 
corrupted Minds, which are ſo far from be- 
ing open to Canviction, or attentive to the 
Voice of Truth, that they hate to be reformed. 

Many honeſt and well-meaning Chriſ- 
tians may difter from each other concerning 
the outward Forms, the Rites and Cere- 
monies of Religion; but if they are ſerious 
in their Profeſſion, and regular Obſervers of 
what they think their Duty, here the ſolemn 
Plea of Conſcience may be fairly admitted ; and 
it would be the higheſt Breach of Charity to 
call their Sincerity in Queſtion, and much 
more to paſs a ſevere Sentence of Condem- 
nation upon them. 


bow 
» Biſhop Hoadley. 
N 2 But 
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But what ſhall be ſaid in Favour of them, 
who it in the Seat of the ſcornful, and make a 
Mock at Sin? who ridicule the moſt effential 
Articles of Religion, though confirmed to us 
by the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Signatures of di- 
vine Authority, by ſuch an excellent Syſtem 


of moral Duty, as puts all Philoſophy to the 


Bluſh; by ſuch Miracles as 20 Man could do, 


except God was with him; and by a long con- 


tinued Series of Prophecy, pointing out the 
moſt important Events in all the Hiſtory of 
Mankind, from the Beginning of the World 
to it's laſt and final Period. Let the Tree be 
judged by it's Fruits, and we may venture to 
ſay, that Sincerity can hardly be a Plant 
which grows in ſuch a corrupted Soil. 

4thly. The Unbeliever till goes on in the 
vain Confidence of boaſting ; and the Here- 
tick very often apologizes for himſelf in the 
ſame Strain, though they would both be 
thought to ſtand in need of no Apology. 
They would inſinuate, that they have no 
other prevailing Motives in their Hearts, 
than a ſacred Reverence for Truth, and a moſt 
diſintereſted Zeal for the Good and Welfare 
of their Fellow-creatures. 

It is well known, that almoſt all the Writ- 
ings of this kind are full of ſuch declamatory 
Harangues, 


One 
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One of them glories that he has thrown 
new Light upon the moſt curious and ſublime 
Subjects; and in his Efſay upon Miracles, he 
flatters himſelf that he has diſcovered an Ar- 
gument, which, if juſt, will with the wiſe and 
learned be an everlaſting check to all Kinds of 
ſuperſtitious Delufions, and conſequently will be 
uſeful, as long as the World endures. 

And another“ Writer of the ſame- Claſs 
makes the moſt ſolemn Profeſſions of his 
good Intentions, for which he calls'God to wit- 
neſs, and declares, that in what he has offered 
to the World, he has appealed to the Under/tand- 
ing, and not to the Paſſions of Men, that with 
Sincerity and Truth he can ſay, he has a real 
Concern andRegard for the preſent Well-being of 
lus Fellow-Creatures as well as to their future 
Happineſs. 

What an affected Shew of Benevolence is 
this! What Mock-Patriots are they, who 
pretend to burn with great Zeal for the pub- 
lick Good, though at the ſame time it is their 
higheſt Ambition to deſtroy the moſt ſacred 
and important Intereſts of Mankind, the on- 
ly true Foundation of their preſent as well as 
future Felicity. 


* Hume's Philoſophical Works, p. 174. 
7 Chubb's poſthumous Works, Vol. II. p. 354, 355. bia. 
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In this licentious Age therefore, when Er- 
tors and Iniquity ſo much abound, when 
the very Name of Orthodoxy does with ſome 
become a common Cant of Reproach ; how 
much does it concern all Chriſtians, but eſpe- 
cially thoſe who are ſet apart for the mmifte- 
rial Function, to guard againſt the ſubtle Ar- 


tifices and Inſinuations of falſe Teachers, and of 
to take heed to tbemſelues, that having honeſl . of 
and good Hearts, like good Seed ſown upon good oh 
Ground, they may hear the Word, and keep it, U 


and bring forth Fruit with Patience. 


SECT. 
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4% . 


The Concluſon; addreſſed to the younger Stu- 

- dents in the Univerſity ; ſhewing the Utility 
of Human Learning, for the Advancement 
of religious Knowledge, and in Oppoſition to 

te ill. grounded Objections of Hereticks and 
Unbehevers. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E cannot but be conſcious of the many 
and ſingular Advantages ye enjoy, by 
being placed in a Train of Education the 
moſt honourable to yourſelves, and the moſt 
uſeful to others. If ye look round to many 
other Nations, ye will ſee that Ignorance and 
Superſtition are entailed upon them by a kind 
of Inheritance, the worſt Legacies which their 
Anceſtors could leave them; and for which 
neither the Poſſeſſions of Riches nor Honour 
can make a due Compenſation. 


* His me corffolor, victurus ſuayius, ac fi 
Quxſtor avus, pater atque meus, patruuſque fuiſſent. 
| Hon. Sat. vi. 130. 


But 
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But it is your Happineſs to be born in a 
Proteſtant Country, of Chriſtian Parents, and 
in a Land of Liberty ; where Truth ſhines in 
it's full Blaze of Evidence, and with all it's 
attractive Charms. Your intellectual Facul- 
ties, from the moſt early Dawnings of Rea- 
ſon, have not been left uncultivated and un- 
improved; but the beſt Principles of Religion 
and Virtue have been inſtilled into you, and 
no Care has been wanting to direct and ani- 
mate your Purſuits, 7 fir up the Gifts that 
are in you, and to render thoſe Talents which 
are committed to your Truſt (if not neglect- 
ed by yourſelves) an Ornament to the pre- 
ſent as well as to the ſucceeding Age. 

Many local Advantages are here before 
you: the Key of Knowledge is in your 0wn 
Hands. In the Language of Solomon, here 
Wiſdom has built her an Houſe; the Door 
opens almoſt ſpontaneouſly ; and the further 
you enter in, the more you will find it ador- 
ned and furniſhed wth excellent Things. 

The firſt Rudiments of Learning will gra- 
dually lead you, as by the Hand, to higher 
Attainments. Your Acquaintance with the 
Clafſicks, and many elegant Writers of the 
preſent Age, will much refine and embelliſh 
your Minds, will enliven your Imaginations, 
ſtrengthen your Judgments, and inſpire you 

with 
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with a peculiar Niceneſs and Delicacy of 
Taſte, which will greatly facilitate your Pro- 
greſs in more ſerious and important Studies “. 

You. will find, that Zogick, natural and 
moral Philoſophy, and indeed moſt Diſquiſi- 
tions in every Science, will lend you a kind 
ſubſidiary Aid; will teach you to arrange 
your Thoughts, to form your Reaſonings 
with Order and Regularity, to explain them 
with Perſpicuity, and enforce them with Dig- 
nity. ) 
Some of the Enemies of our Faith (as far 
as their little Learning could carry them) 


have fetched their Objections againſt Chriſ- 


a Clemens of Alexandria, Euſebius, and moſt of the Fathers, 
not only maintained the Law fulneſs of reading Pagan Authors, 
but demonſtrated the Utility of them by their own Writings, 
Socrates has employed a whole Chapter in recommending hu- 
man Literature, and particularly repreſents St.' Paul as a Pat- 
tern worthy of Imitation. The Apoſtle, ſays he, does not on- 


ly not forbid our being inſtructed in the Grecian Learning; 


but he himſelf ſeems not to have neglected it, as he knew 
many Sayings which were' ſpoken by the Grecians, For whence 
took he Occaſion of uſing this Saying—The Cretians are Liars, 
evil Beaſts, flow Bellie except it were from the Peruſal of the 
Oracles of Epimenides the Cretian, and who was an Initiator. 
Or whence knew he this Vr aue are alſo his Offipring—uanleſs 
he had been acquainted with the Phznomena of Aratus ? More- 
over this, Evil Communications corrupt good Manners, is a ſuffici- 
ent Evidence that he was not unacquainted with Euripides Tra- 
gedies, And he further obſerves, that by an uninterrupted 
Uſage, as it were, the ecclefiaftick Doctors continually ſtudied 
the Grecian Arts and Sciences. Socrat. Ecclef. Hiſt, Lib. iii. 
c. 16. 


O tianity 
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tianity from the darkeſt Corners of Antiqui- fea 
ty. How neceſſary therefore muſt it often cep 
be to trace their Footſteps through all their in 
Turnings and Windings, to invalidate their Per 
Authorities, to confront their Arguments, ] 
4 and to ſhew the tranſcendent Excellency of dee 
the Goſpel Syſtem above the utmoſt Efforts | gre, 
of Pagan Philoſophy *. = 
Truth never ſhews itſelf in a higher Form fitic 
of Dignity and Splendor, than when it is hau 
contraſted by Falſhood. Even the wiſeſt | be « 
Apothegms and fineſt Sayings of the Heathens twe 
will not bear the ſuperior Light of the Goſ- + 
pel. Place them in Oppoſition to each other, Dir 
what a Darkneſs is caſt over the one, but tere 
what a Luſtre is given to the other | Gather 'F' gar 
moral Sayings, as Mr. Locke obſerves, from 7 


all the Sages of the World, and they will not be 
Sufficient to make an entire Body of the Law of 
Nature. There may be ſome Congruity in 

Kind, but a great Diſparity of Excellence : 

but the Chriſtian Scheme is perfect in all it's 

Parts; and not only ſhews the Harmony and 
Connexion between natural and revealed Re- 1 
ligion, but repreſents all the faireſt Sentiments 

of Nature, all the heavenly Graces and Af- 


Þ The fourth Council of Carthage made a Canon againſt read- 
the Books of Pagans ; but they allowed the Liberty of pe- 
x: ha thoſe of Hereticks pro neceſſitate. 


fections 


\ 
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fections of the Soul, all the moſt divine Pre- 
cepts of moral Duty, in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
in their full Extent, and in their higheſt 
Perfection. 

But though human Learning, out of it's 


deepeſt Treaſures, cannot produce a Pearl of 


great Price, equal to that of the Goſpel; yet 
it muſt be allowed to be a valuable Acqui- 
ſition. It cannot indeed augment the inex- 
hauſtible Ricbes of the divine Wiſdom, but may 
be of Service to point out the Difference be- 
tween pure Gold and adulterated Coin. 
Neither is Learning, when it has a right 


Direction, and is made ſubſervient to the In- 


tereſt of the Goſpel, of leſs Uſe, with re- 
gard to the external Evidences of the Goſpel. 
Miracles indeed are an Appeal to the Senſes 
of Mankind, and may be ſaid to be within 
the Reach of common Underſtandings; but 
what Pains have been taken by Hereticks 
and Unbelievers to weaken this Argument, 
though an irreſiſtible Proof of our holy Reli- 
gion ! All the Monuments and Records of 
antient Writings have been ſearched, with a 
malignant View to depreciate the Truths of 
the Goſpel. All the Wonder-Workers amongſt 
the Gentiles, ſuch as Apollonius, Tyaneus, Apu- 
leius, and a long Train of others, which diſgrace 
O 2 the 
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the Pages of Livy, have been brought upon 
the Stage, and ſet in Competition with the 
Signs and Wonders of Chri/t and his Apoſtles. 
Even popiſh Miracles have been much inſiſt- 
ed upon, and faid to be grounded upon Teſ- 
timony not inferior to that of the Scriptures. 

To fix therefore the juſt Criterion between 
true and falſe Miracles, to define their Pro- 
perties, to aſcertain the Powers of Nature, to 
expoſe the wild Pretenſions of Magick, to 
point out the fiftitious Delufions of Impoſ- 
tors, and to ſhew the illuſtrious Atteſtations 
of Truth in their full and genuine Force, we 
may juſtly aſk, Who is ſufficient for theſe 
Things? Who can attam to fuch Knowledge, 
but the thinking, the inquiſitive, and truly 
learned Part of Mankind? 

Neither is Learning leſs neceſſary to eluci- 
date and confirm the Truth of the Scripture 
Predictions. The Language of Prophecy is 
often conveyed in ambiguous and ſymbolical 
Terms, which the ignorant and unwary can 
no more underſtand, than if they were couch- 
ed under Egyptian Hieroglyphicks. The Stile 
indeed is capable of a fair and logical Con- 
ſtruction, but above the Reach of low and 
illiterate Minds ; neither can ſuch penetrate 
into the thick Covert in which Prophecies, 

for 
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for many wiſe Reaſons, are often involved. 
When this Obſcurity therefore is objected 
againſt by Perſons of an heretical and ſcepti- 
cal Turn of Mind, who but the wiſe and 
learned can develope this myſterious Scene of 
Providence? Who elſe can point out the ſe- 
veral Links of this long- extended Chain, and 
ſhew their Connection with each other, or 
the Relation they bear to the various Events 
and Revolutions which have come to paſs 
in the ſeveral Ages of the Chriſtian Church? 
Who elſe can anſwer the Cavils of Unbeliev- 
ers, and put to Silence the Ignorance of fookſh 
Men ? 

Your Abquiatance with profane Litera- 
ture will ſhew you, that moſt of the Facts 
recorded in the Goſpel are confirmed and au- 
thenticated by the Teſtimony both of Jewiſh 
and Pagan Writers, who, though the profeſ- 
ſed Adverſaries of our holy Religion, have 
given an undeſigned Sanction to the Truth of 
it. The Confeſian of Enemies, as Euſebius © 
obſerves, is always reckoned credible, Even 
out of the Mouths of Infidels and Hereticks 
God has ordained Strength ; and Learning 
may often extract very ſalutary Effects from 


© Euſeb. Prep, Evan, Lib. iv. p. 142, et Demon. Evang. 
Lib. iii. p. 134. 
them, 
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them, like the Honey of the induſtrious Bee» 
even from the bittereſt Herbs, It were to be 
wiſhed therefore, that none of the Writings, 
either of Porphyry, Celſus, Hierocles, or other 
avowed Oppoſers of the Goſpel, had been 
deſtroyed, either through the falſe Zeal of 
private Chriſtians, or by the publick Eds 
of Chriſtian Emperors. | 

It may be farther obſerved, that Chriſtia- 
nity is fo far from having loſt Ground from 
the malevolent Oppoſition of 'modern Here- 
ticks and Unbelievers, that Age, which uſu- 
ally weakens the Proof of other Subjects, has 
given Strength to the Goſpel. Every Part of 
it has been canvaſſed with the niceſt Preci- 
fion ; Learning has not waſted it's Powers in 
vain ; but if it has not ſtopped the Mouths 
of Infidels, it has done more ; it has baffled 
their Arguments, ſet at nought their Objec- 
tions, and has ſhewn the divine Authority of 
Chri/t and his Apoſtles with ſuch an irreſiſti- 
ble Force of Evidence, as amounts even to 
Demonſtration itſelf. 

Thus W:/dom is juſtified of her Children; and 
here I intended to conclude ; but I beg Leave 
to treſpaſs upon your Patience a little longer, 
while I recommend to you the Study of Ec- 
clefraſtical Hiftory : and this I am induced to 

do 
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do upon. many Accounts, becauſe I am now 
addreſſing myſelf to them who are chiefly in- 
tended for the miniſterial Function - becauſe 
this Branch of Study is, next to the Scrip- 
tures, - peculiarly adapted for the Advance» 
ment of Theological Knowledge---becauſe ſome 
Objections have been raiſed againſt it --- and 
becauſe the Nature of the former, as well as 
the preſent Diſſertation, does in ſome Mea» 
ſure demand a particular Vindication of it. 

The Study of Church Hiftory has been much 
vilified by ſome, as a fruitleſs Mode of In- 
veſtigation, unentertaining and unedifying, as 
tending rather to bewilder the Mind in the 
dark and intricate Mazes of Antiquity, than 
to give it a true Infight into the ſacred Trea- 
ſures of religious Knowledge. 

In Proof of this, the Authority of Gratius 
has been much inſiſted upon, who, though 
well informed in all the ſtanding Records of 
the Church, is {aid to look back upon them 
with a real Diſguſt. He aflerts in one of his 
Epiſtles, that he that reads Church Hiſtory, 
reads nothing but the Brickerings of the Clergy. 
And another Writer gives his Teſtimony in 
the ſame Strain, and in much ſtronger Terms. 
Ecclefaaſtical Hiſtory, ſays he, 1s chiefly ſpent in 
reciting the wild Opinions of Hereticks, the Con- 

tentions 


— 
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tentions between Emperors and Popes, the idle -— 
and ſuperſtitious Canons, and ridiculous Decrees be 
and Conſtitutions, of packed Councils, their De- yo! 
bates about frivolous Matters, and playing the Ex 
Fool with Religion, the Conſultations of Synods, ed, 
about augmenting the' Revenues of the Clergy, Di 
and eftabliſhing their Pride and Grandeur, the ma 
Impoſtures of Monks and Friars, the Schiſms the 
and Fattions of the Church, the Tyranny, Cru- tor 
elty, and Impiety of the Clergy *. N Fe 
Theſe are heavy Cenſures indeed; and it Li 
muſt be owned that there is too great a the 
Foundation for them : but where ought the ple 
Weight of theſe Imputations to fall? Not wit 
upon Church Hiſtory, or the learned Com- | 
pilers of it ; but upon the Frailties, the Fol- ; by 
lies and Vices of Mankind ; upon thoſe who Scl 
have infeſted the Church of Chriſt with er- fal 
roneous Opinions, and an evil Spirit of Fac- of. 
tion and Sedition *. the 
The very Eſſence of Hiſtory is a genuine and of 
impartial Delineation of the Principles and fad 
Manners of Men. It's proper Baſis is Truth, of 
1 as 


4 Edward's New Diſcoveries, p. 40. 

* Spondanus having beſtowed great Commendations on Guic- tia] 
ciardine, makes this Remark, ' if ſometimes he cenſures or 
with Aſperity Princes and other Perſons, whoſe Conduct he 
relates, this is the Fault of the Guilty, not of the Hiſtorian. #107, 
Fleury's Diſcourſe on Eceleſ. Hiſtory, 


and 
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and when this is ſtrictly and religiouſly ad- 


hered to in all it's Variety of Circumſtances, 
you have then before you the accumulated 
Experience of all Nations, clearly diſtinguiſh- 
ed, though as in a Map, compreſſed in it's 
Dimenſions. Ye have here a Picture of hu- 
man Nature realized by Fa#s; and what 
though the Figures often vary, and are diſ- 
torted by the moſt odious and diſagreeable 
Features; yet, when drawn according to 
Life, and repreſented in their proper Colours, 
they may, like groteſque Pieces of Painling, 
pleaſe as well as profit, and ſtrike the Mind 
with Admiration. 

What though ſome Parts are blackened 
by the fouleſt Corruptions of Hereſy and 
Schiſm, by a long Train of Impoſtures, of 
falſe Chriſis and falſe Prophets, by a Parade 
of fictitious Miracles and fabulous Legends, by 
the dire Engines of Per/ecution, the Terrors 
of the Inquiſition, and the moſt bloody Cru- 
fades ; yet the Hiſtorian has not the Choice 
of his own Subject. He muſt deſcribe Things 
as they really are, without Prejudice or Par- 
tiality, without the wild Excurſions of Fancy, 
or the Riff and laboured Strains of Exaggera- 
ton. 


P Will 
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Will any Man of Taſte or Judgment re- 
ject the celebrated Annals of Tacitus, for 
no other Reaſon than becauſe he tells us, 
that he had nothing to relate but cruel Editts, 
falſe Accuſations, treacherous Friendſhips, and 
the Deſtruction of the Innocent? The Vices 
which foreboded the Fall and Declenſion of 
the Roman Empire might, by a proper Ap- 
plication, teach as wiſe a Leſſon of Inſtrac- 
tion as thoſe illuſtrious Victues which firſt 
raiſed it to it's higheſt Pitch of Grandeur 
and Magnificence. 

* Polybius indeed gives us an Inſtance of 
an ill-natured Hiſtorian, who made it his 
Buſineſs only to give the worſt Repreſenta- 
tion of Things; who caſt a Shade over the 
faireſt Accompliſhments, and only expoſed 
to View the Follies and Abſurdities of Man- 
kind, What an evil Malignity of Heart 
was this, worthy of the higheſt Deteſtation ! 
But when a Writer is faithful in his Narra- 
tions, judicious in his RefleCtions, and the 
whole is cloathed with Candour and Veraci- 
ty, though the Subject-Matter be unpleafing, 


'f Szva juſſa, continuas accuſationes , fallaces amicitias, 
perniciem innocentium. 
8 een xa 6» reis ovytypuPtumy UTR W210) rg T&pene ues 
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yet the Form and Manner may not be diſ- 
agreeable to a Reader's Mind. 

The Memoirs of the Church, as well as the 
State, are often blended and interwoven with 
each other ; and in a Compoſition of ſucha miſ- 
cellaneousNature, what canexcite moredelicate 
Emotions, or more refined Sentiments, than 
to ſee the Schemes of wicked and deſigning 
Men contraſted by the brighteſt Images of 
private and publick Virtue ? Good may often 
be extracted out of Evil; as Poiſon itſelf, by 
a ſkilful Phy/ician, may be rectified into a 
ſalutary Medicine and we have no more Rea- 
ſon to find Fault with hiſtorical Collections, 
becauſe they are compounded of different 
Materials, than with the common Produc- 
tions of the Earth, becauſe the Order and 
Beauty of Nature may be here and there de- 
faced with ſome irregular Deformities. 

The Scriptures themſelves would loſe much 
of their Utility and Excellence, if they did 
not exhibit to us the moſt ſtriking and lively 
Deſcriptions both of the Fews and Gentiles. 
The oſtentatious Pride of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, the Treachery of Judas, the Blaſphe- 
my of Simon Magus, the wild and extrava- 
gant Reveries of the Gno/ticks, and other 
Enemies of the Faith, ſuch as E/ymas the Sor- 

1 cerer, 
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cerer, Hymeneus and Philetus, Alexander and 
Diotrephes. Theſe are recorded as ſignal Mo- 
numents of Hereſy, Profaneneſs and Impiety, 
that they which are approved may be made ma- 
nifeft, and eminently diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
who tell Lies in Hypocriſy ; and theſe Things, 
as the Apoſtle obſerves, are written for our 
Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World 
are come. 1 Cor. x. II. 

Next to theſe ſacred Oracles, if we have 
Recourſe to the Writings of Fo/ephus, how 
ſolemn and affecting are his Narrations! With 
what Seriouſneſs does he declare his inviola- 
ble Regard to Truth ! And whoſe Heart can 
be ſo hardened as to have no tender Feelings 
for the Sufferings of the Jews ? The Calami- 
ties and Deſolations which befel that unhap- 
py People are deſcribed in fo ſtriking a Man- 
ner, and with ſuch Accuracy and Preciſion, 
that they exactly tally and correſpond with 
the Go/pel- Hiftory, and ſhew the Accompliſh- 
ment of our Saviour's Predictions, even in 
the minuteſt Circumſtances. 

Shall any one reject ſuch grave and impor- 
tant Truths, founded upon real Facts, and 
upon ſuch undeniable Authority, for no other 
Reaſon than becauſe they are not, like Ro- 
mance, calculated for Amuſement only? If 

rightly 
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rightly conſidered, they give a Sanction to 
the Scriptures, and are the Vehicles of the 
moſt uſeful Inſtruction to all Poſterity. The 
Teſtimony of this Writer cannot be called in 
Queſtion :: he was a Native, an Actor, and 
Eye-Witneſs, during the whole Scene; and 
though he was no Friend to the Religion of 
Feſus, he ſtands forth as an undeſigned Evi- 
dence in Vindication of it. 

How trifling is that Objection, that 
Church Hiſtory is generally an incoherent 
Jumble of ill- ſorted Materials. It may ſome- 
times happen, that Things temporal may be 
intermixed with ſpiritual; ſuch as relate to 
the Church as well as the State. But may 
not that Variety be often pleafing, as well as 
edifying ? eſpecially when the Tran/ition from 
one Subject to another is eaſy, natural and 
pertinent. Eu/ebius was aware of this Ob- 
jection; and he guards againſt it with a ſtill 
better Apology. He mterwove, he ſays, the 
Calamities of War with the contentious Diſa- 
greement of Biſhops, the Miſchiefs of the State 
with the Troubles of the Church ; becauſe when 
one 1s diſturbed, the other cannot but by a kind 
of Sympathy be diſlempered and diſordered. If 
the Condutt of the Emperors is paſſed over in 
Silence, it is impoſſible to form an adequate No- 

tion 
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tion of the Synods which were uſually convened 
and appointed by them *. 

Without this Connection, the Courſe of 
his Narrations muſt have been often broken 
and imperfect; but being wove together as 
in one Thread, how much more regular and 
uniform muſt it be? The Facts mult be bet- 
ter illuſtrated and better eſtabliſhed. | 

I ſhall only obſerve, that eccleſiaſtical Hiſ- 
tory affords the moſt compendious, and yet 
the moft extenſive Leſſon of Inſtruction. It 
is the School both of ſpeculative and practical 
Knowledge; and without artificial Flourithes, 
in a plain unaffected Dreſs, it appeals to the 
Heart as well as the Underſtanding. Each 
Object is preſented as it were before our 
Eyes, alive and animated. The firſt Springs 
and Principles of Action, the Riſe of hereti- 


cal Opinions, the concomitant Circumſtances 


of them, the Characters of Heręſiarchs, the 
wide Spread of their Doctrines, and the falſe 
Arts made Uſe of in the Propagation of 
them; theſe are diſtinctly traced ; and tho 
this may be thought to be one of the darkeſt 
Regions of Hiſtory, yet it muſt be of great 
Uſe to have the crooked Paths and Intricacies 


» The Preface to the fifth Book of Euſebius' Eccleſiaſtical 


of 
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of Error laid open, and the judicious Reflec- 
tions of the Hiftorian will often afford a pro- 
per Clue to guide you through all Difficul- 
ties. Vou will here ſee the whole Train of 
Hereſies in a juſt and regular Arrangement, 
both as to Time and Place, and may behold, 

as from the higheſt Mountain of Nature, all 
2 Kingdoms of the Earth, at leaſt as far as 
Religion is materially concerned. 

It may not be improper to add, that the 
learned Cave recommends an Enquiry into 
heretical Opinions as highly worthy of a ſtu- 
dious Inveſtigation, and he has given us a 
Liſt of many Hyftorical Writers upon this 
Subject; and he obſerves, that a further 
Diſcuſſion of this Point, in a Manner equal 
to the Copiouſneſs and Dignity of it, might 
be of Service to the learned World ; for 
which Reaſon he ranks it (as he himſelf ex- 
preſſes it) inter defiderata *. 

But human Learning, notwithſtanding the 
great and fingular Advantages of it, has had 
it's Enemies, as well as Religion. The ſuper- 
ſtitious Man hates it, becauſe it appeals to 
Reaſon ; the Enthufiaſt, becauſe it lowers his 
high Pretences to divine Illuminations ; and 
the Heretick and Infidel do the ſame, be- 


i Hiſtoria Literaria Prolegom, p. 39. 
cauſe 
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cauſe it confutes their Arguments, detects 
their Fallacies, ſtrips them of their falſe Diſ- 
guiſes, and expoſes to publick View the 
Folly and Vanity of all their Neaſonings. 
Some, like the Goths and Vandals, have been 
Advocates for Barbariſm itſelf. Some have 
pleaded for the Burning of all Books, except 
their Bibles; and many of our modern En- 
thuſiaſts have made a great Outcry againſt 
Letter-learned Men ; and who will pretend to 
condemn their Policy? What ſhorter Method 
could they take to put their own Ignorance 


upon a Level with the faireſt Productions of | 


human Wiſdom ? 

It muſt indeed be allowed, that human Li- 
terature may be capable of great Abuſes, and 
may become an Engine of much Miſchief, 
when engaged in a bad Cauſe ; when, inſtead 
of defending the Truth, and ſupporting the 
Evidences of our holy Religion, it is employ- 
ed as a carnal Weapon in the Hands of Infidels 
and Hereticks. 

But let it be obſerved, that the poſſible 
Abuſe, as well as the true Uſe of human 
Reaſon, pleads for the Utility. and Excellence 
of academical Inſtitutions, which are the 
Nurſeries of both Religion and Learning; 


where profane Literature is taken in, as an 
uſeful 
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uſeful Ally, for the Furtherance of the Goſpel, 
Is taught to act in a due Subordination to it; 
und we hope and truſt; as it has hitherto 
done, will gteatly add (notwithſtanding the 
inſidious Attacks of ae Brethren) to it's 
Honour and Triumph over all Impoſture. 

It cannot be ſaid that any generous Incen- 
tives are here wanting; either Ability, Lei- 
ſure, Example, Cuſtom, Diſcrpline, or Inſtruc- 
tion ; and indeed the great Encouragements 
held forth to many in this Place, by the 
Hands of Founders, and BenefaQors, ought 
certainly to animate their Purſuits, to excite 
the Members of theſe learned Societies to 
ſupport the Dignity of them, to keep them- 
ſelves free from the Taint of Hereſy and In- 
fidelity, and to look up with Gratitude to- 
wards them, who are here appointed to be 
the Means and Inſtruments of their happy 
Proficiency in all their ſtudious Inveſtiga- 
tions. The Emperor Antonine, though a 
Heathen is in this reſpe& worthy of Imita- 
tion. He begins his Meditations (as though 
this was the chief Burden of his Heart) with 
declaring a Senſe of his Obligations to his 
Grandfather, his Father, his Mother, his 
Preceptor, to Diognetus, Apollonius, Sextus, 
Alexander, Fronto, and others; and con- 


Q cludes 
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cludes with this grave and pious Reflection; 
To the Gods, ſays he, I Rand indebted, that I 
had good Anceſtors, good Parents, good Tutors 
and Friends, and all other good Things *. 


* Anton, Lib, 1. 
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The ſame continued; with ſome practical Direc- 
tions for the avoiding of heretical Opinions. 


HE Author is not inſenſible, that to 
give Advice is a nice and difficult Taſk, 
by no Means agreeable to the nice Delicacy 
of ſome Appetites ; but, truſting that he is 
now addrefling himſelf to liberal and inge- 
nuous Minds ', he begs Leave to ſubjoin ſome 
brief Directions, which, he hopes, will be 
conſidered as a ſeaſonable Antidote againſt the 
Poiſon of Infidelity and Hereſy. 
Firſt then, let your Purſuits after Know- 
ledge be carried on with conſtant Diligence 
and Aſſiduity. The Soil of Nature requires 


With what a Senſe of Gratitude did Horace record the pa- 
ternal Care of his Father— | 


— Sapiens vitatu, quidque petitu 
Sit melius, cauſas reddet tibi: mi ſatis eſt, fi 
Traditum ab antiquis morem ſervare, tuamque 
Dum cuſtodis eges, vitam famamque tueri 
Incolumem poſſim, ſimul ac duraverat ætas 
Membra animumque tuum, nabis ſine cortice. 
Sat. Lib. i. p. 115. 


Q 2 Culti- 
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Cultivation. Our rational Faculties, if un- : 
exerciſed and unemployed, will either be bar- ; ] 
ren and unfruitful, or will be choaked with 4 
a wild Exuberance of Errors. ( 
True Knowledge is more precious than fine T 
Gold ; but it does not lie upon the Surface; i 
the Mine is deep, and we mult dig for it as y 
for hid Treaſures. To gain a Proficiency in , © 
all Arts and Sciences, and eſpecially in religi- 1 
ous Enquiries, the utmoſt Care and Diligence 4 
are wanting. Grving all Diligence, ſays the C 
Apoſtle, add to your Faith Virtue, and to Vir- 


tue Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperance, 2 
and to Temperance Patience, and to Patience v 
Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs brotherly Kmaneſs, 10 
and to brotherly. Kindneſs Clarity. 2 Pet. i. N 
5. 6, 7. E 
You ſee that Diliacice is made the chief ec 
Foundation, upon which this noble and ex- L 
alted Superſirudture is to be raiſed and ſup- Ho 
ported. ab 
The fothful Servant, who will not be at 
the Pains to ſeek Truth, nor to know his be 
Maſter's Will, can neither act up to the Dig- 1 di 
nity of a rational Creature, nor to the impor- : „ 
tant Duties of a Chriſtian ; but how juſtly pe 
does ſuch a ſupine Negligence deſerve the fo 


Rebuke of Solomon? Go to the Ant, thou Slug- | he 
| gard ; 
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gard ; confider her Ways, and be wiſe. But 
how much greater Honour is due to them, 
whoſe Feet are ſhod with the Preparation of the 
Goſpel of Peace ? and, being armed with the 
Sword of the Spirit, are ready to ſtand forth 
in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and to defend it 
with Learning and Induſtry againſt the Cavils 
of falſe Chriſtians and Unbelievers ? Bięſed 
is the Man, ſays Solomon in the Name of Vi, 
dom, that heareth me, watching daily at my 
Gates, waiting at the Poſt of my Doors. 

To the Praiſe of the firſt Chriſtian Apolo= 
gifts, let it ever be remembered, that they 
were wanting in no Endeavours for the Fur- 
therance of the Goſpel ; but in the ſtrenuous 
Vindication of it, they dared to appeal to 
Emperors, to the Senate, and to the harden- 
ed Hearts of their moſt inhuman Perſecutors. 
Like the true Champions of the Faith, they 


fought a good Fight ; their Loins were girded 


about, and their Lights were always burning. 
2dly. Let your Purſuits after Knowledge 

be carried on with a ſober, diſpaſſionate, and 

diſintereſted Love of Truth. The Scorner 


feeketh Wiſdom, but findeth it not. He is fo 


perplexed in the Mazes of his own deviſing ; 
ſo entangled in a Labyrinth of Errors, that 
he knows not how to find his Way through 


it, 
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it. His Underſtanding is darkened, his Will 
perverted ; and when the Light which is in 
him, becomes Darkneſs, how y—_ muſt wy 
Darkneſs Be 

But a ſober and compoſed Frame of Spirit 
will weigh Things in an equal Balance; will 
compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual ; and 
make a juſt Diſtinction between the holy 
Commandments of God, and the novel In- 
ventions of Men. Such an one will be fo 
far from verifying St. Paul's Deſcription of 
the laſt Times, by giving heed to ſeducing Spi- 
rits and the Dottrines of Devils, 1 Tim. iv. 
3. that he will inviolably maintain the Purity 
of his Principles, and. keep himſelf unſpotted 
from the World, No unruly Paſſions, no 
inordinate Appetites, will ruffle or diſcom- 
poſe him : he will always ſet a ſtrong Guard 
upon his Heart; t Houſe will be clean ſwept 
and garnifhed, no evil Spirits wilt be per- 
mitted to enter in; and the laſt State of this 
Man will be ſo far from being worſe than the 
fiſt, that he will improve more and more in 
the Knowledge of God; and as bis Eye is 
fengle, his whole Body alſo will be full of Light. 
Not the Defire of Gain, nor any ſecular 
Views, but the Love of Truth and Holineſs 
will be the invariable Rule of his Thoughts 
and Actions. 
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In the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, the Apoſtle 
tells us, that there were Men of corrupt Minds 
and deſtitute of the Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain 
is Godlineſs, 1 Tim. vi. 5. who have taught 
Things which they ought not, for filthy Lucre's 
Sake ; or, as St. Peter deſcribes them, who 
through Covetouſneſs, with feigned Words have 
made Merchandiſe of their Fellow-Creatures, 
2 Pet. ii. 3. But they that are truly ſpiritual 
will beſt diſcern the Things of the Spirit ; they, 
who mind not earthly Things, and preach not 
themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, will not 
be blinded by the God of this World; and the 
Löt of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is 
the Image of God, will ſhine unto them, 2 Cor, 
Iv. 4. 

3dly. Whereunto ye have already attained, 
walk by the ſame Rule ; mind the ſame Thing 
with Uniformity, Conſtancy, and Perſeve- 
rance. The firſt is neceflary to fix in your 
Minds true Notions of Religion; the ſe- 
cond, to ftabliſh, firengthen, ſettle you in 
your Principles; and the laſt, to ſeal and 
crown your Faith, that ye may hold faſt your 
Confidence to the End. 

If once the Mind receives a wrong Biaſs, 
it will be too apt to ſtart from it's proper 
Center; to fly off by a kind of Attraction to 

Falſhood, 
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Falſhood, and be tofſed to and fro with very 
Wind Doctrine. 

A weak and unſtable Mind is Her a Chbud 
without Water, ever ſhifting- it's Opinions, 
and wavering like a Wave of the Sea. 

In the vhole Chriſtian Scheme there is a 
juſt Harmony of Sentiment, ſuch a regular 
Order and Symmetry in all ir's Precepts, that | 
the one gives Strength and Beauty to the 
other: All the Building, as it is elegantly ex- 
preſſed by the Apoſtle, fitly framed together, | 
will grow into an holy Temple in the Lord, Je- 
fus Chrift himſelf being the chief Corner _ J 

b 


Eph. ii. 20. 

How therefore can 5h. Analogy of Paith 
be preſerved in it's Purity and Perfection, and 
in all it's Relations and Dependencies, unleſs : 
ye hold faft the Form of found Words, and con- f 
tinue ſtedfaſtiy in the Things which ye have lear- | 1 
ned, knowing of whom ye have learned, 2 Tim. ( 

C 
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iii. 14. 
In the firſt Ages of the Church, how many 


both of Fews and Gentiles were falſe Converts, 
and revolted from the Truth? ſuch as Aguila 
the Tranſlator of the Bible, the Followers of c 
Barchochebab, the Traditores in the Reign of h 
Dioclefan, the Apoſtate Julian, and many d 
others that might be mentioned. I ſhall on- n 

ly 
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ly obſerve, that every kind of Apaſtacy in 


them, who bad tafted of the beaventy Gift, was 


always conſidered by the Church as the high» 
eſt Offence, was expoſed to the ſevereſt Pe- 
nalty, and ſome looked upon it as an irre- 
miſiible Crime, even as the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

But the Rewards ** Triumphs of Faith 
are due only to them whowwercome ; who, by 
a conſtant Perſeverance in the Truth, ſ run 
as to obtain the Prize of their big calling in God. 
They who hold the Beginning of their Confidence 


Aedfaſt unto the End, the tame ſhall be ſaved. 


They ſhall be in the Number of thoſe that be- 
lieve to the ſaving of the Soul, Rev. ii. 10. 
- 4thly. Since beretica/ Opinions fo much 
abound, and are propagated with ſo much 
Art and Subtlety, as to decerve, if poſſible, the 
very Elect; how much does it concern all 
Chriſtians to direct and guard the whole Pro- 
ceſs of their Enquiries with Circumſpection and 
Watchfulne/s, with Prudence and Charity? 
Becauſe we have ſo many Adverſaries with- 
in aur own Hauſbold, as well as without; be- 
cauſe ſo many falſe Brethren, like the Arch- | 
heretic of all, go about ſeeking whom they may 
devour, under the faireſt Colourings and the 
moſt ſpecious Diſguiſes, deceiving and being 
R 


decerved ; 
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deceived; how earneſtly do the Scriptures ex- 
hort us to walk circumſpecty, not as Fools, but 
as Wiſe * Beware of falſe Prophets, who come 
to you in Sheeps Cloathing ; beware of the Pla- 
riſes, beware of the Scribes ; take beed, Brethren, 
left there be in any of you an evil Heart of Un- 
behef. | 
And Watchfulneſs ſeems to imply a ſtill 
greater Intenſeneſs of Care and Caution, that 
ye may not be led into Temptation ; a conſtant 
unremitting Vigilance, ſuch as becometh the 
faithful Guardians of Truth and Virtue. 

And that ye may ſteer your Courſe with 
Safety through a tempeſtuous Sea of Errors, 
that ye may avoid the Rocks and Shelves, and 
be conducted into a Harbour of Reſt and Se- 
curity, there is no Guide more neceſſary than 
that ſkilful Pot, Prudence. 

How paſſionately, and in what engaging 
Terms does Solomon recommend this excellent 
Virtue, as the conſtant Companion of Wiſ- 
dom? The fimple inherit Folly, but the prudent 
are crowned with Knowledge, Prov. xiv. 8. 
Every prudent Man dealeth with Knowledge, 
but a Fcol layeth open his Folly, Prov. xiii. 16. 
When Wiſdom entereth into thine Heart, and 
Knowledge is pleaſant to thy Soul, Diſcretion 
ſhall preſerve thee, Underſtanding ſhall keep thee, 

Prov. 
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Prov. ii. 10, 11. Keep ſound Wiſdom and Diſ- 
cretion, ſo ſhall they be Life unto thy-Soul, and 
Grace to thy Neck ; then ſhalt thou walk in thy 
Way ſafely, and thy Foot ſhall not flumble : 
when thou heft down, thou ſhalt not be afraid; 
yea, thou ſhalt lie down, and thy Sleep ſhall be 
ſweet, Prov. iii. 21, 22, 23, 24. 

And wherever Wiſdom and Prudence di- 
rect the Way, Charity never fails to follow 
in the ſame Train. Charity ſuffereth long, 
and is kind ; and 1s ſo far from aggravating 
the Failings of our Fellow-creatures, that 
it covers a Multitude of Sins, thoſe of others 
as well as our own. 

Heretical Principles indeed are of ſo dan- 
gerous a Nature, that a ſacred Regard to 
Truth, and to the Intereſt of Religion, will 
not permit them to be overlooked with a paſ> 
five Indifference, much leſs to be protected 
under a Veil of Indulgence. They juſtly ſtir - 
up ſome Sparks of Indignation ; but let not 
theſe be kindled into a violent Flame of In- 
tolerance. Common Humanity looks aghaſt 
at the Terrors of Perſecution ; and it cannot 
but feel fome tender Emotions of Pity, even 
for the Unbeliever, though it may be truly 
ſaid that he has none for himſelf. 

5thly and laſtly. Let your Love of Truth, 
and your Purſuits after it, be recommended 
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and enforced by Virtue, Humility, and Prayer 
to God for his divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, 
The wicked and profane Libertines of this 
World are not of & teachable Diſpoſition z 
and though ever learning, they cannot come to 
the Knowledge of the Truth, becauſe they have 
Pleaſure in Unrighteouſne/s, and will not believe, 
tft their Deeds ſhould be reproved. 

But Truth and Virtue are congenial to each 
other; ſo alike in Nature and Complexion, 
that the one naturally promotes the Intereſt 
of the other. A good Man, like the Bere- 
ans, will be open to Conviction, wil fearch 
the Scriptures, will try the Spirits, whether 
they be of God, and with an impartial Scroti- 
ny, will form his Judment according to the 
beſt Directions of his Reaſon : And theſe ra- 
tional Concluſions will meet with the eafier 
Succeſs, and command the more willing Aſ- 
ſent, becauſe they harmonize with the Sen- 
timents, the Inclinations and Actions of a 
good Man. Here are no inward nor outward 
Obſtructions; no /ig JTmagmations, which 
exalt themſelves againſt the Knowledge of 
God ; but his Thoughts are governed by 
Reaſon, and 5rowught into Captivity to the Obe- 
dience of Chriſt. Humility teaches us not to 
think more highty 4 ourſelves than we ought to 

think ; 
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think; and by inſtructing us in this excellent 
Leſſon, to #now ourſelves, it is fo far from 
betraying a Littleneſs or Meanneſs of Spirit, 
that it argues a true Greatneſs of Mind, as 
far as the Dignity or the Frailties of human 
Nature will reaſonably admit. 

This Humbleneſs of Mind will not only ex- 
alt us by virtue of it's own Influence, but 
more ſo by the Love and Favour of God, 
who is the Father of Light, from whom cometh 
every good end penſacs Gift, and who is em- 
phatically ſaid to re/f/# the Proud, but to give 
Grace to the Lowly. 

What therefore can be more becoming the 
State and Condition of Man, than to aſcribe 
our Sufficiency not to aurſelves, but to the only 
wiſe God, who giveth Wiſdom, and out of 
whoſe Mouth cometh Knvwledge and Under/tand- 
ing? 1 any Man, ſays St. James, lack Wif- 
dom, let him aſe of God, who giveth to all Men 
liberally, and upbraideth not, James i. 5. 

Let us pray to him, the Father of Mercies, 
and the Giver of all good Things, that by his 
divine Aſſiſtance co-operating with our own 
Endeavours, we may grow in Grace, and go 
on from Strength to Strength unto Perfection. 
And let us beg of him, that the Streams which 


flow from this pure Fountain of true Reli- 
; gion 
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gion and uſeful Learning, may be ſo watered 
with the Dew of his heavenly Benediction, 
that they may enrich the various Soils through 
which they direct their Courſe, and may 
render them more and more fruitful, to the 
Honour of God's Name, and to the Praiſe of 
the whole Earth. 

The Prayer of Simplicius, though an Ad- 
vocate for Gentiliſin, is ſo appoſite to this 
Purpoſe, that it may not be improper to con- 
clude the whole with the Application of it “. 

Grant, I beſeech thee, O Lord, the Father 
and Guide of our Reaſon, that we may be mind- 
ful of the Dignity which thou haſt conferred up- 
on us ; and afford us thy Aſſiſtance, that we may 
ac as free Beings, that we may be purified 

from unreaſonable Paſſions, and may ſubdue and 
govern them ; and that by the Light of Truth, 
our Fudgments may be ſo directed, that we may 


bn owe he 

= After the Propagation of the Chriftian Religion ſays Dr. 
Fortin, we find Forms of Adoration in ſome Pagan Writers, 
which are more rational and ſpiritual than the old Hymns and 
Prayers of their Anceſtors, And how reaſonable is it to ſuppoſe 
that theſe Improvements aroſe from the Goſpel ? As a Speci- 
men of this, he particularly refers to this Prayer of Simplicius. 

Fabricius's Character of Simplicius may not improperly be 
added—Commentario ejus in Enchiridion Epicketi, fateor me 
ita eſſe affectum, ut in tota antiquitate putem extare pauciſſima 
ſcripta (de Ethnicis loquor) quz vel ad mores formandos ſa- 
niora exempla contineant, vel providentiam divinam rectius 


aſſerant, propugnentque. Fab. Bibl. Græc. p. 621. 
adhere 
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adhere to thoſe Things which are really good : 
Finally, I entreat thee, the Saviour, entirely to 
remove the Mift from the Eyes of our Mind, that 
according to the Expreſſion of Homer, we may 
know both God and Man, and what to each is 
due. 
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